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Tirupur villagers take  
the flight of their dreams 

The villagers aboard the flight to Chennai |  EXPRESS

Leopard cub smuggled 
from Bangkok rescued

Two elderly couples commit suicide
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

TWO elderly couples commit-
ted suicide by consuming poi-
son in two different incidents 
in the city in the early hours 
of  Saturday.

In the first incident, the de-
ceased were identified as Sub-
ramani (75) and wife Nachiy-
ammal (68), residents of  
Perur on the city outskirts. In 
the wee hours of  Saturday, 
Subramani had some breath-
ing trouble. Nachiyammal 
gave water to him, but Sub-

ramani fainted and died. 
Within minutes, Nachiyam-
mal also fainted and died on 
the spot. 

The couple died in front of  
their son Karthik, who had 
been living with them after 
his wife left him. On informa-
tion, the Perur police conduct-
ed inquiries and found that 
the couple had consumed 
poison. 

According to the police, 
Karthik’s was an inter-caste 
marriage. “His parents did 
not object to this. However, 
Karthik was a liquor addict, 

due to which his wife left him. 
Frustrated with Karthik’s 
lifestyle, the couple commit-
ted suicide,” police said.

The Perur police sent the 
bodies to Coimbatore Medical 
College Hospital for autopsy. 

In the second incident re-
ported from Saravanampatty 
in the city, another elderly 
couple committed suicide as 
none of  their children came 
forward to look after them. 

The deceased were identi-
fied as Palanisamy (65) and 
wife Kaliyammal (55), resi-
dents of  Sivanandhapuram in 

Saravanampatty. The couple 
had three daughters and one 
s o n ,  a l l  m a r r i e d .  A s 
Palanisamy was suffering 
from age-related ailments, he 
was not able to walk and Ka-
liyammal was not able to take 
care of  herself  and husband. 
Frustrated over this, the cou-
ple reportedly consumed poi-
son on Friday night and was 
found dead on Saturday 
morning. 

On information, the Sara-
vanampatty police registered 
a case and were probing into 
the matter.

The shocked animal was making shrill noises and appeared to be 
weak; customs officials fed milk to the cub and held a check-up

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Chennai

THE officials of  the Air Intel-
ligence Unit (AIU), who often 
seize gold and currency, were 
in for a surprise when they 
checked the luggage of  a 
passenger. 

They zeroed in on Kaja Moi-
deen (45), who had arrived 
from Bangkok in Thai Air-
ways flight TG337, after they 
found him moving about sus-
piciously. The muffled cries 
from his luggage gave away 
the secret. 

When questioned, Kaja Moi-
deen was evasive in his replies 
and he was then brought to the 
Air Intelligence Unit room for 
questioning. 

On checking his stroller bag, 
a pink plastic basket was 
found, in which there was a 
leopard cub. 

The shocked animal was 
making shrill noises and ap-
peared to be weak. The custom 
officials fed milk to the cub. 
Soon, the officials of  the Wild-
life Crime Control Bureau 
(WCCB) were called in and 
t h e y  c o n f i r m e d  i t  t o  
be a leopard cub of  Panthera 
Pardus species. 

A veterinary doctor from the 
Aringar Anna Zoological Park 
was summoned to run a health 
check, who informed the offi-
cials that it was a female cub 
weighing 1.1 kg and measured 
54 cm in length. 

He gave the animal a clean 
bill of  health.

The cub was seized under 
the provisions of  Customs Act 
1962 read with Wild Life Pro-
tection Act, 1972 and CITES. 

The cub along with the pas-
senger, was handed over to  
the Tamil  Nadu Forest 

Department.
The animal will be rehabili-

tated in the Aringar Anna Zoo-
logical Park, Chennai, and the 
forest department will take ap-
propriate action under Wild 
Life Protection Act 1972 
against the passenger. Further 
investigations are on.

A leopard cub that was rescued by Air  Intelligence Unit (AIU) officials. The cub was 
being smuggled from Thailand to Chennai |  EXPRESS

To be rehabilitated at Aringar Anna Zoo
The animal will be rehabilitated in the Aringar Anna Zoological Park, 
Chennai, and the forest department will take appropriate action under 
Wild Life Protection Act 1972 against the passenger. Further 
investigations are on

D E E P A K  S A T H I S H  @ Tirupur

THAT ‘bird-like thing’ 
flying high in the sky 
without flapping its 
wings has always been a 
marvel for this septua-
genarian, but not any 
longer. 

Now, his joy knows no 
bounds as 73-year-old 
Somasundaram has ex-
perienced it - a journey 
aboard a flight. He was 
one among the 120 vil-
lagers, all hailing from 
Devarayan Palayam 
near Avinashi, who had 
the ‘luxury’ to fly from 
Tirupur to Chennai, all 
thanks businessman M 
Ravikumar (44) who 
bore the expenses of  
ticket fares and accommodation of  the first-time flight 
travellers.      

It’s very rare to see all the passengers alighting the 
plane with the same happy faces. Another  villager Pad-
mavathi (56), who works at a tailoring unit, told Express 
that the journey would always remain close to her heart. 
“I have been working all my life but I failed to save some 
money for travel,” she said. 

Ravikumar, spent `4 lakh from his pocket to help his 
villagers experience the joy of  flying. The group that 
landed in Chennai on Saturday is set to visit MGR Memo-
rial on Marina beach and various other places including 
Kancheepuram, Tiruvannamalai,  Vellore and 
Tiruvallur. 

“Many of  my villagers have not travelled beyond Coim-
batore. And, it’s their long-time dream to travel in a flight. 
So, I short-listed them and with the help of  a few of  my 
friends, I raised the amount for their expenses,” he said 
adding that all his villagers are now very ecstatic. 

Ravikumar said that the villagers would reach Tirupur 
on Monday. 

Passengers alighting from the plane 
at the Chennai Airport on Saturday | 
EXPRESS

Kumki coming to push Chinnathambi
back into forest as scare tactics fail
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirupur

THREE days of  tiring trek. 
140-odd kilometres covered. It 
is a notable record for a 
25-year-old wild elephant -- Ch-
inna Thambi, who has tempo-
rarily paused his ‘aimless’ 
roaming owing to extreme ex-
haustion on Saturday morn-
ing -- to have come thus far de-
spite Forest officials’ attempts 
to drive him back into the re-
serve forest (20 km away from 
his current location). This cat 
and mouse game with the jum-
bo has forced the hands of  of-
ficials to bring out the big 
guns -- Kaleem, a kumki from 
Topslip near Pollachi to cap-
ture Chinna Thambi.

It came as a shock for the of-

ficials to spot the elephant af-
ter taking a detour to enter a 
human settlement, and camp-
ing near a pond on Maivadi 
Road in Madathukulam block.   
Officials already on the tenter-
hooks due to Chinnathambi’s
excursion had to contend with 
a swarm of  visitors out to see 
the jumbo visitor. Tirupur Dis-
trict Forest Officer PK Dileep, 
along with around 80 officials, 
w a s  m o n i t o r i n g  t h e 
development. 

After having trekked a long 
distance, Chinna Thambi was 
seen resting near the pond till 
5 pm on Saturday. There was 
panic in the air for a brief  
while as the elephant did not 
move from the place for a long 
time, sources said. 

Udumalai Forest Range Of-

ficer C Dhanabalan, whose 
team was also engaged in 
tracking Chinna Thambi’s 
movements, told Express that 
the elephant had travelled 
nearly 140 km in the last three 
days. “On Saturday morning, 
I saw the jumbo resting near 
Maivadi Road. After the news 
of  his arrival spread like a 
wild fire, villagers began 
thronging the place to get a 
glimpse of  him. All measures 
have been taken to ensure that 
people do not get close to him,” 
he added. Dhanabalan also in-
formed that kumki Kaleem 
was on its way to help capture 
Chinna Thambi. 

While the operation was ex-
pected to be carried out on 
Sunday, official sources said 
that they were also planning to 

engage another kumki Mari-
appan. When asked about the 
department’s plans to relocate 
Chinna Thambi, Chief  Con-
servator of  Forests (Coim-
batore Circle) Deepak Srivas-
tava told Express, “The Forest 
department and Anti-Poach-
ing Watchers have been con-
tinuously monitoring the 
movement of  the jumbo. Top 
officials have made some plans 
to relocate the animal. How-
ever, it cannot be revealed 
now.”

S Ramasamy from Ma-
dathukulam, who visited Ch-
inna Thambi after he became 
the talk of  the town, said, “Vil-
lagers were not allowed to 
cross the railway tracks near 
the pond to get a clear view of  
the elephant.” 

Many of my villagers 
have not travelled 

beyond Coimbatore. 
And, it’s their long-

time dream to travel in 
a flight. So, I short-

listed them and with 
the help of a few of my 

friends, I raised the 
amount for their 

expenses

Ravikumar

`4 lakh spent 
on others’ 

dreams
Ravikumar, spent `4 
lakh from his pocket 

to help his villagers 
experience the joy of 

flying. The group 
that landed in 

Chennai on Saturday 
is set to visit MGR 

Memorial on Marina 
beach and various 

other places 
including 

Kancheepuram, 
Tiruvannamalai, 

Vellore and 
Tiruvallur. 

Ravikumar said that 
the villagers would 

reach Tirupur on 
Monday. 
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