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The launch of  the 'Jal Sam-
ruddha Nashik' campaign 
marks a significant stride to-
wards water conservation and 
augmentation efforts in the re-
gion. Organized by voluntary 
organizations in collaboration 
with the district administra-
tion, the campaign com-
menced at Gangapur Dam in 
Gangavarhe on Tuesday, April 
16, under the leadership of  
District Magistrate Jalaj 
Sharma. 

The campaign aims to bol-
ster water conservation ef-
forts by increasing the capac-
ity of  reservoirs through the 
implementation of  the 'Gaal-
Mukta Dharan, Gaal-Yukt 
Shivar' scheme initiated by 
the state government. As Dis-
trict Magistrate Sharma 
aptly stated, "drop by drop 
makes an ocean," emphasiz-
ing the significance of  every 
drop of  water in the collective 
endeavor towards water en-
richment. 

During the inauguration, 
entrepreneurs extended their 
wholehearted support to the 
campaign by contributing 
generously, with donations 
ranging from �10 lakh to 
�42 lakh. Their immediate 
and generous response un-
derscores the community's 
commitment to water conser-

vation initiatives. 
The ‘Jal Samruddha 

Nashik' campaign aims to al-
leviate the scarcity of  water 
by enhancing the capacity for 
water harvesting over the 
next two months. Additional-
ly, efforts will be made to mit-
igate ground sunlight, 
further bolstering conserva-
tion efforts. District Magis-
trate Sharma expressed con-
fidence in securing active 
participation from the com-
munity, essential for the cam-
paign's success. 

Chief  Engineer of  the Wa-
ter Resources Department, 
Prakash Misal, assured that 

permissions to remove silt 
from outdoor dams would be 
granted not only in Nashik 
but across the entire district. 
This assurance reinforces the 
collaborative approach to-
wards addressing water con-
servation challenges. 

The inauguration ceremo-
ny witnessed the presence of  
esteemed dignitaries, includ-
ing District Magistrate Shar-
ma, Additional Chief  Execu-
tive Officer of  District Council 
Arjun Gunde, and other offi-
cials from various depart-
ments. Representatives from 
the city's construction profes-
sionals, entrepreneurs, NGOs, 

and villagers from Gan-
gavarhe, Savargaon, and Bel-
gawadhaga graced the occa-
sion, expressing their unwa-
vering support for the cam-
paign. On the first day of  the 
'Jal Samruddha Nashik' cam-
paign, six earthmovers and 
eight dumpers started remov-
ing the silt from the dried bed 
of  Gangapur Dam. The silt 
removed was transported by 
eight dumpers and tractors. 
The tractor and dumpers 
then dumped the silt, which is 
high in minerals for soil, in 
the farmland of  Namdev 
Bendkule at Gangavarhe vil-
lage.

‘Jal Samruddha Nashik’ campaign 
commences at Gangapur dam PRASHANT NIKALE 

Efforts by the city police to 
crack down on criminal activ-
ities involving smuggling and 
sale of  MDMA, widely known 
as ecstasy, have encountered 
obstacles, as a proposal to 
take action against the sus-
pects Sunny Pagare and Ar-
jun Piwal gangs under the 
Maharashtra Control of  Or-
ganised Crime Act (MCOCA) 
was reportedly rejected. A re-
liable source within the 
police department revealed 
that despite the proposal, the 
Director General of  Police 
opted not to proceed with the 
action under the MCOCA. 
Consequently, investigations 
into the involvement of  the 
Pagare-Piwal group's Manag-
ing Director in smuggling ac-
tivities will be pursued in 
connection with the regis-
tered crime. 

Former Police Commis-
sioner Ankush Shinde, prior 
to his departure from the of-
fice in November, initiated 
measures under the MCOCA 
to curb drug trafficking in 
Nashik. Suspects including 
Ganesh Sharma, Govinda 
Sable, Aatish alias Gudya 
Chaudhary, Sunny Pagare, 
Sumit Pagare, Manoj Gan-
gurde, Arjun Piwal, 
Bhushan alias Raja More, 
Manohar Kale, Vaijnath 
Hawle, Prathamesh Mankar, 
Umesh, and Amol Wagh, Ak-

shay Naikwade, and 
Bhushan More were 
targeted for arrest and ac-
tion. 

A special operation led by 
Assistant Commissioner 
Ananda Wagh revealed the 
clandestine activities of  the 
syndicate members. The 
Crime Branch Unit One and 
the Anti-Narcotics Squad 
uncovered the gang's opera-
tions, including the estab-
lishment of  a 
manufacturing facility in So-
lapur for producing MDCI. 
Substantial quantities of  
MDCI and related literature 

were seized during police 
raids in Solapur, with con-
nections to suspects extend-
ing from Maharashtra to Hy-
derabad and Kerala. 

Despite concerted efforts 
by the police, the proposal to 
take action against the sus-
pects under MCOCA was re-
jected due to insufficient ev-
idence. However, investiga-
tions will continue to uncov-
er further evidence and 
build a case against the 
smuggling syndicate, ensur-
ing that those responsible 
are brought to justice.

MCOCA denied against 
drug smuggling syndicate

In September 2023, Nashik Road police caught suspect Ganesh 
Sharma with 12.5 grams of MD in Samangaon area. After 
finding an MD factory in Shinde village in October, the police 
conducted a thorough investigation. At that time, Ganesh’s 
peddler Govinda and Aatish were arrested. Sunny Pagare and 
Arjun Piwal, the main masterminds of the racket, were arrested 
by Crime Unit One. Investigation revealed that Sunny had started 
a factory and warehouse in Solapur. After that, the police 
arrested a total of 15 suspects in the case.

Eknath Khadse 
receives threat call, 

probe underway 
PTI 

Former Maharashtra minis-
ter Eknath Khadse has re-
ceived a call from an uniden-
tified person threatening him 
with dire consequences fol-
lowing which police have 
started a probe into it, an offi-
cial said on Wednesday. 

Khadse, who is currently 
with the NCP (SP), earlier 
this month said he would re-
turn to the BJP soon. 

He received the threat call 
on Monday from an unidenti-

fied number, following which 
he approached the Muktai 
Nagar police in Jalgaon dis-
trict, the official said. 

As per the complaint, the 
caller mentioned the names 
of  gangsters Dawood 
Ibrahim and Chhota Shakeel 
while threatening Khadse, he 
said. The caller has not yet 
been traced, the official said. 

Based on Khadse's com-
plaint, a non-cognisable of-
fence has been registered un-
der relevant provisions 
against the unidentified per-
son, he said. A probe is on 
into the case, he added. The 
former minister had earlier 
also received threat calls. 
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On the occasion of  Ram Nava-
mi, the renowned Shri Kalaram 
Temple was crowded by devo-
tees in a grand celebration, of-
fering them a unique opportu-
nity for devotional darshan. An-
ticipating a surge in visitors, the 
temple had arranged ample 
sleeping facilities to accommo-
date devotees. Last year, the 
temple welcomed an impressive 
one lakh devotees, but this year, 
following the Ram Mandir Pran 

Pratishtha in Ayodhya and the 
visit of  Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi to Kalaram temple, 
there is talk of  a potential in-
crease in attendance. The tem-
ple authorities share this opti-
mism and are prepared to wel-
come an estimated two lakh 
devotees seeking darshan of  
Shri Kalaram Temple. 

In light of  the anticipated in-
flux, the Shri Kalaram Temple 
had extended its operating 
hours, remaining open from 5 
am to 12 midnight. The high-

light of  the day was the Ram 
Janmotsav Sohala at 12 noon, 
during which the temple was 
briefly closed for special decora-
tion. Devotees were treated to 
Panjiricha Prasad, a special of-
fering from Shri Kalaram 
Sansthan, with 500 kg of  Panjiri 
prepared for distribution. Ade-
quate parking arrangements 
were also made, with 
designated parking areas locat-
ed 500 meters away from the 
temple premises, ensuring 
smooth access for visitors.

Devotees flock famous Kalaram temple on Ram Navami

Gangapur police crack down on illegal food vendors
Gangapur Police have taken decisive action against vendors operating unlawfully on Trimbak Road. 

Cases have been registered against vendors selling kulfi and anda bhurji from vehicles, which not 
only impede traffic flow but also operate without proper authorization from ABB signal to ITI signal, 
causing frequent traffic jams. Despite repeated warnings from the police, these vendors continued their 
operations, leading to the intervention by Gangapur police. 
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