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Making ‘false’ complaint
against J&K govt official
could invite penal action

New circular says that in cases where an inquiry finds a
complaint false, administration will ‘pursue prosecution’

ARUN SHARMA
JAMMU, JUNE 27

MAKING A complaint against a
government official without amy
material substance could atiract
penal action in Jammu and
Kashmir. According to a new
circular, the administration will
“pursue prosecution” in cases
where an inquiry finds a com-
plaint false.

The General Administrative
Department's circular, issued to
all administrative departments,
heads of departments, cadre
controlling authorities and the
public servants said such action
should be under Section 182 of
the Indian Penal Code and sec-
tion 195(1)(a) of the Code of
Criminal Frocedure, 1573, “based
on a complaint filed with the
court by the concerned public
servant or another superior
public servant”.

While section 182 of the IPC
deals with “false information,
with intent to cause a public ser-
vant to use his lawful power to
the injury of another person®,
Section 195 (1) (a) ut'the CrPC
deals with prosecution for con-
tempt of lawful authority of
public servants.

The IPC section carries jail
term for up to six months.

However, in the case of pub-
lic servants making false com-
plaints, the circular. which

Commissioner-5ecretary of the
Ceneral Administration
Department Sanjeev Verma has
issued, asks for “considering de-
partmental action” against them
“as an alternative to prosecu-
tion™.

“& robust and effective
mechanism for redressal of
complaints against public ser-
vantswith detailed instructions,
have been issued from time to
time, with aview to balance the
objectives of good governance
for establishing a corruption-
free, transparent and responsive
administrative system, along-
with ensuring adequate safe-
guards for public servants to
protect them from unnecessary
harassment of
false/frivolous/anomymaous,/ pse
udonymous complaints,” it
reads.

The copies of the circular
have been marked to all finan-
cial commissioners (additional
chief secretaries), the director
general of J&K Police, all princi-
pal secretaries to the govern-
ment, special director general of
police (J&K Crime Branch), and
principal secretary to the
Lieutenant Covernor, among
others.

The circular said such action
is necessary “in onder to ensure
that honest public servants are
not unfairly harassed, and the
government business is not af-
fected”.

For such affected officers, it
asks administrative depart-
ments, heads of departments
and public servants to shall pro-
vide “institutional support” by
“assisting the affected employes
to approach Crime Branch, J&K,
for initiation of criminal pro-
ceedings, facilitate them in fil-
img civil lawswits against respon-
sible individuals seeking
compensation for financial
losses, emotional distress, or
harm to reputation, with the
provision for the public servant
to engage a lawyer as per re-
quirement on contingency fee
arrangements, subject to avail-
able resources, for which each
case shall be decided on merits”.

It also asked for “facilitating
assistance of Law Officers from
the Department of Law, Justice
& Parliamentary Aftairs for ap-
propriate legal remedies in re-
spect of acts done in official ca-
pacity, arranging formal
ingquiries by the relevant regis-
tering authority, where such
complaints have been filed by
any such registered organiza-
tions, issuance of formal press
notes regarding complaints and
inquiries to promote trans-
parency. preferably om a
monthly basis".

All Jammu and Kashmir
Panchayat Conference president
Anil Sharma called it a2 mowve to
silence those who speak out
against corrupt bureaucracy.

MHA to states: Hold awareness
events on penal laws on July 1

MAHENDERSINGH
MANRAL
NEW DELHL JUNE 27

WITHOMLY afew days left for the
three new criminal laws —
Bharatiyva MNyaya Sanhita,
Bharatiya Magarik Suraksha
Sanhita, and Bharatiya Sakshya
Act — to come into force on July 1,
Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla
has directed all the States{ UTs to
organise an event informing
ahout the key feamires of the law
acrossall the police stations on the
same date, The Indian Express has
learnt. So far, over 5.65 lakh police,
ecution offidals have been trained
o implement the new laws.
Earlier, Bhalla had held backto
back meetings Tuesday and
Wednesday with all the Chief
Secretaries of UTs and the DGPsof
states to review the progress for
implementation of the laws.
“Dunng the meeting. he is learnt
tohave asked all the DCs tovorgan-
iseanevent inevery police station
inviting at least 100 people andin-
forming them about the key fea-

tures of the new laws," an offical
familiarwith the matter said.

Omune 22, Bhalla had written
to all the states|LITs, requesting
that astate-level event may beor-
ganised on July 1 by the Siate/UT
Forensic Sciences Directorate. in-
duding presentations from foren-
sic experts, police, prison, and
prosecution officials. “The event
may include interactive sessions,
including an overview of the im-
portant legislative changes, par-
ticularty with regard to the en-
hanced importance of forensics in
criminal investigation," he had
said

The MHA is also expected to
issue a gazette notification soon
after deciding on the delegation
of powers under relevant sections
of the new laws for better dis-
charge of duties and functions, a
source said.

On'Wednesday, Bhalla took
noteaf the presentations of all the
UTswhere the participants shared
the number of training events
conducted, details of the ongoing
training and theirtargets. “Forca-
pacity building. the Bureau of
Police Research and Development

Tamil Nadu to get
new international
airport in Hosur

ARUN JANARDHANAN
CHENMAL JUNE 27

TAMIL NADU Chief Minister M
K Stalin anmounced a new in-
termational airport in Hosur —
an industrial border town
hardly 40 kms away from
Bangalore. The announcement,
made under Rule 110 in the
Tamil MNadu Legislative
Assembly on Thursday, is to
build an airport in 2,000 acres
of land and is designed to han-
dle 30 million passengers an-
nually.

The ambitious project is
partof the state’s goal of trans-
forming Hosur into a major
economic development hub.
Chief Minister Stalin said that
the airport would facilitate the
socio-economic development
of the state’s Hosur,
Krishnagiri, and Dharmapuri
regions.

“Since the establishment of
our Dravidian model gover-
nance, Tamil Madu has been
advancing in all sectors,” said
Stalin, adding that the state is
implementing various long-
term plans to transform Hosur
into a major economic devel-
opment hub by developing
modern infrastrocture.

Hosur has a significant
place in the state as a hub for
electronics manufacturing,
thanks to its strategic proxim-
ity to Bengaluru and robust in-
frastructure. The town has at-
tracted significant
investments, especially in the
electronic and electric vehicle
sectors.

Major companies like Tata
Electronics and TVS have setup
operations in the region.

Industries Minister T.R.BE
Rajaa highlighted the strategic
importance of Hosur, given its
proximity to Bengaluru and
Chennai, and its burgeoning
manufacturing ecosystem.

Calling the announcement
a “monumental step forward
for the region™, Rajaa said:
“This project will greatly en-
hance connectivity and stimu-
late economic growth, benefit-
ing not only Hosur but also
neighbouring districts such as
Dharmapuri and Salem, while
also providing a significant
boost to various parts of
Bengaluru®.

].Jeyaranjan, vice-chairper-
son of the State Planning
Commission, said the airport
will enhance the region's con-
nectivity and attract invest-
ments.
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COOLER HEADS

Traffic police personnel in Lucknow wear helmets with inbuilt AC units, on Thursday. ar

Bombay HC

dismisses

students’ plea against
college’s ban on hijab

OMKAR GOKHALE
MUMBAL JUNE £7

THE BOMEAY High Court on
Wednesday dismissed a plea
filed by nine studentsof the NG
Acharya and D K Marathe
College in Chembur challenging
the institute's dress code that
banmned hijabs, among other reli-
gious identifiers.

The kench held that the in-
struction issued by the college
"does not suffer from infirmity
50 as to violate provisions of
Article 19(1)a) (Right to free-
dom expression) and Article 25
(freedom of practising religion)
of the Constitution.”

"The object behind issuing
the same is that the dress of a
student showld not reveal his/her
religion whichi is a step towards

ensuringthatthe students focus
on gaining knowledge and edu-
cation which isin their larger in-
terest," it added.

The dress code, which was
to come into effect in the aca-
demic year beginning in June,
stipulates that burgas, nigabs,
hijabs, or any religious identi-
fiers such as badges. caps. or
stoles will not be permitted in-
side the college.

Only full or half shirts and
trousers are prescribed for boys,
while girls can wear “any
Indian/western non-revealing
dress” on the college camipus.

A division bench of Justices
Atul 5 Chandurkar and Rajesh 5
Patil on june 19 concluded argu-
ments and reserved its verdict
on the plea filed by nine BSc
Computer Science students of
the college.

Chandrayaan-4 to be sent in parts, assembled in space: ISRO chief

ANONNADUTT &
AMITABH SINHA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 27

CHANDRAYAAN-4, WHICH is
supposed to bring back samples
from the Moon, would not be
launched at one go and instead,
different parts of the spacecraft
wiould be sent into orbit through
two launches, and the spacecratt
winuld be assembled in space be-
fore proceeding to the Moon,
IR0 Chairmian S Somanath said
Wednesday.

The International Space
Station and all previous similar
facilities were built by assem-
bling different parts in space.
Howvever, this would be proba-
bly the first time in the world

that a spacecraft would be
launched in parts and then as-
sembled in space.

“...We have worked out the
configuration of Chandrayaan-
4... how to bring back samples
from Moon to Earth. We propose
to do it with multiple launches
because our curment recket capa-
bility is not {strong) encugh to do
it at one go," Somanath said on
the sidelines of an event in Delhi.

“S0,we have to have docking
capahbility (joining of different
parts of a spacecraft) in space —
both in Earth space as well as in
Moon space. We are developing
that capability. We have a mis-

ules on the return journey from
Moonisa fairty routine manoeu-
vre. A part of spacecraft detaches
from the main spacecraft and
makes a landing while the other
part remains in the Moon orbit.
When the landing part leaves
the Moon's surface, it docks and
links up with the orbiting part,
becoming one unit again.
However, itwould be the first
instance of docking of modules in
Earth orbit for the omward jour-
ney to the Moon. “We are not
making any claims o be the first
one to attemnpt this, but yes. [ am
not aware of amyone else having

done this so far,” Somanath said.
Somanath said that a de-
tailed study, internal review, and
cost forthe Chandrayaan-4 mis-
sion have been worked out
which will be sent tothe govermn-
ment for approval. This isone of
the four project proposals that
the space agency plans seekap-
prowal for in line with its Vision
2047, which has envisioned
India building its owmn space sta-
tion by 2035 and sending hu-
mans to the Moon by 2040,
India's space station, named
Bharatiya Antariksh 5tation
{BAS), would also be set up by

carrying different partsof the in-
frastructure in multiple launches.
“The first segment of the BAS
can be launched using (the cur-
rent) IVM3 rocket as it is the only
rocket available today and we
have decided that by 2028 we
should hawve the first launch of
the BAS. For this, we are prepar-
ing another proposal for govern-
ment approval,” Somanath said.
He said details of other mod-
ules of the BAS will be worked
out in due course. “We have a
five module configuration, mul-
tiple committees are working on
how to develop this,” he said.

sion called Spadex scheduled
later this year to demonstrate
this capability,” Somanath said.

Docking of spacecraft mod-
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