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PTI n BANGKOK

India's Rayhan Thomas
registered a second top-10

finish on the Asian Tour,
ending up tied-seventh at the
International Series Thailand
after being three off the lead
after 54 holes.
The UAE-based golfer was
unable to replicate the magic
of the second and third
rounds of 63-64 as he shot 2-
under 68 on the final day to
total 16-under. He had four
birdies, three of them
between the 14th and the
17th.
Among the other Indians,
Gaganjeet Bhullar (67)
finished tied 19th and
Karandeep Kochhar (67) tied-
24.
Chinese-Taipei's Lee Chieh-
po finally claimed his maiden
title on the Asian Tour after
sensationally overtaking hot
favourite Peter Uihlein at the
very end. Lee birdied the final
two holes at the Thai Country
Club to beat Uihlein, after the
American had led from the
second day.
The champion, playing in the

penultimate group, fired a
seven-under-par 63 to finish
on 21-under, while Uihlein
closed with a 67 to tie for
second place with Canadian
Richard T. Lee, who carded a
62.
The 29-year-old grew up
playing golf with Kevin Yu, a
winner on the PGA Tour this
year, and sees him as an
inspiration.
For Richard T. Lee it was yet
another near miss. Since the
Tour resumed after the global
pandemic, he finished second
twice, third on three
occasions and has been in the
running on numerous
occasions.
Last week's winner of the
Black Mountain
Championship Michael 'MJ'
Maguire closed with a 62 to
tie for fourth, three behind
the winner, along with fellow
Americans Paul Peterson, in
with a 63, and Christian
Banke, who fired a 64.
The action shifts to next
week's BNI Indonesian
Masters where India's
Gaganjeet Bhullar is the
defending champion.

PTI n AHMEDABAD

India will be hoping to
resolve their batting
brittleness in their quest to

win the third and final
women's ODI and seal the
series against New Zealand
here on Tuesday. 
It was clear from the first
match, which the hosts won
by 59 runs through a fine
effort by the bowlers, that
India's batting is not in top
shape, and the second one-
dayer underscored that
reality. India's batting went a
notch down on Friday as they
were bundled out for 183
while chasing 260. 
It was a tough target indeed,
but not improbable in nature
as Indian batters succumbed to
spot-on White Ferns bowlers
and to their own indiscretions.
It required a record ninth-
wicket stand of 70 runs
between Radha Yadav and
Saima Thakor to add a touch of

respectability to India's run
chase. 
Even the overall picture is not a
rosy one, as Indian batters are
yet to score an individual fifty
across two matches. 
Radha's 48 in the second ODI

is the highest individual score
from India's side during this
series, and the home team will
require a drastic turnaround in
the final match. 
For that, India's power troika
upfront -- openers Smriti

Mandhana, Shafali Verma and
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur --
will have to fire in unison. It
can have a ripple effect in a
strong-on-paper middle-order
consisting of Jemimah
Rodrigues, Deepti Sharma and

Tejal Hasabnis. 
Mandhana's form continues to
be a bit of concern as she
hardly looked a pale shadow of
her customary gracefully
dominant batter. 
She is yet to reach two-figure
score against New Zealand,
and a series decider could be a
perfect occasion for her to
rewrite the script. 
On the other hand, Indian
bowlers continued their good
effort despite conceding 259 in
the previous match. 
At one stage, the visitors were
87 for no loss in 14 overs and
139 for 3 in 30 overs, but the
Indian bowlers did well to rein
them back and limit to a total
less than 280-290 that at one
stage looked achievable. 
The left-arm spinner Radha
has once again been impressive
with a four-wicket haul to go
with the three wickets she
plucked in the first game. 
She will need to be at her best
once more to keep the free-

flowing New Zealand batters
in check. 
New Zealand have also been
bolstered by the presence of
veteran pacer Lea Tahuhu who
replaced injured Moly Penfold
in the eleven and immediately
impressed with a three-wicket
haul. 

THE TEAMS (FROM): 
India: Harmanpreet Kaur (C),
Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Shafali Verma,
Deepti Sharma, Richa Ghosh
(WK), Pooja Vastrakar,
Renuka Thakur Singh, Radha
Yadav, Meghna Singh, Devika
Vaidya, Amanjot Kaur, Anjali
Sarvani, Taniyaa Bhatia,
Yastika Bhatia. 
New Zealand: Sophie Devine
(C), Suzie Bates, Maddy Green,
Lauren Down, Brooke
Halliday, Katey Martin (WK),
Hayley Jensen, Jess Kerr, Fran
Jonas, Hannah Rowe, Molly
Penfold, Lea Tahuhu, Izzy
Gaze, Georgia Plimmer.

PTI n KARACHI

Pakistan's white-ball coach
Gary Kirsten on Monday

stepped down after
developing a rift with the
country's cricket board within
six months of his
appointment.
The 56-year-old South
African, who coached India
to victory at the 2011 ODI
World, was appointed by the
PCB (Pakistan Cricket Board)
in April end this year.
"The Pakistan Cricket Board
today announced Jason
Gillespie will coach the
Pakistan men's cricket team
on next month's white-ball
tour of Australia after Gary
Kirsten submitted his
resignation, which was
accepted," the PCB posted on
'X'.
Red-ball coach Gillispie,
however, has made it clear to
the PCB that he can only
manage things for the white-
ball tour of Australia which
starts November 4 and is not
interested in a permanent role
as the limited overs coach, a
reliable source aware of the
development said.
"Gillispie has informed the
board they should look for a
replacement for Kirsten for
the white ball games in
Zimbabwe and onwards," he
added.Though the PCB didn't

give the reason for Kirsten's
sudden resignation, the
source confirmed that it was
because he was not involved
when the board announced
the squads for the Australia
and Zimbabwe tours and the
new captain of the white ball
format on Sunday.The PCB
has withdrawn the coaches
selection powers. Selection is
now exclusively the domain of
the selection committee.
"Kirsten was not happy with
the abrupt manner in which
the board took away his
powers in selection and other
team matters and made this
very clear to Chairman
Mohsin Naqvi on Sunday
before sending in his
resignation," another insider
said.
He expressed fear that even
Gillispie might end up
resigning soon as he is also
not happy with the current
shift in how teams are
selected now solely by the
selection committee and
coaches have no role in this.
Kirsten had been working as a
batting coach with the Indian
Premier League franchise
Gujarat Titans before taking
up the role in Paksitan.
The team is riding high on a
come-from-behind 2-1
triumph over visiting England
in a Test series that concluded
last week.

INDIA WOMEN NEED TO RESOLVE BATTING
VULNERABILITIES TO SEAL SERIES AGAINST NZ

Gary Kirsten resigns
as Pakistan's
limited-overs coach

Rayhan Thomas finishes
seventh in Thailand

PTI n SYDNEY

Australia have rested their Test
regulars for their home T20I series

against Pakistan with a captain yet to be
named, choosing to focus on the
marquee Border-Gavaskar series against
India next month.
Australia host Pakistan for three ODIs
starting November 4, followed by the
three-match T20I series, from

November 14.
The series concludes on November 18,
just four days before the first Test
against India in Perth.
With T20I captain Mitchell Marsh,
Travis Head and ODI and Test skipper
Pat Cummins unavailable, Australia are
yet to appoint a captain for the series.
None of the players named in the squad
announced on Monday have captained
Australia in any format before but the

likes of Glenn Maxwell, Adam Zampa,
Matthew Short and Aaron Hardie have
led their sides in the Big Bash League.
Josh Inglis is also in the mix to lead the
side.
Pacers Xavier Bartlett (side strain),
Nathan Ellis (hamstring) and Spencer
Johnson (side strain) return to the
squad after recovering from injuries.
"It is particularly encouraging to have
Xavier, Spencer and Nathan back in the
national setup," said selection chief
George Bailey.
"It's another opportunity for them to
continue to show their ability on the
international stage, as they have done in
the past."
Andre Borovec will serve as the coach
for the team, a position he held during a
five-match T20I series against India that
followed last year's ODI World Cup.

AUSTRALIA T20I SQUAD
Sean Abbott, Xavier Bartlett, Cooper
Connolly, Tim David, Nathan Ellis, Jake
Fraser-McGurk, Aaron Hardie, Josh
Inglis, Spencer Johnson, Glenn
Maxwell, Matthew Short, Marcus
Stoinis and Adam Zampa.

T20I Australia Captain vs Pakistan yet to be name

PTI n SYDNEY

In red-hot form, Australian
white-ball wicketkeeper-

batter Josh Inglis is "in the
mix" to make his Test debut
as a specialist batter in the
upcoming Border-Gavaskar
Trophy next month, hinted
chief selector George Bailey
on Monday. 
India, unbeaten in the
marquee series on the
previous four occasions, will
face Australia in a five-Test
series beginning in Perth on
November 21.
"There's no doubt that the
form is really fantastic at the
moment... The ability to
jump back into domestic

cricket and dominate has
been fantastic," Bailey told
reporters.
"I think in different series at
different times of the year, he
would firmly come into the
mix purely as a batter the way
he's been going."
"If the right opportunity
opened up throughout the
summer, in the spots where
we think he's most capable of
performing, I think he'd be
firmly in that conversation as
well." The 29-year-old, who is
Australia's incumbent keeper
in ODI and T20Is, has scored
four centuries in last seven
Sheffield Shield matches.
But with Australian Test
wicketkeeper Alex Carey in

Inglis ‘in mix' for Test debut in Border
Gavaskar Trophy: Chief selector Bailey

AP n MANCHESTER

Manchester United fired
Erik ten Hag on Monday

after a troubled start to the
season left the 20-time
English champions in 14th
place in the Premier League
and the club's new leadership
unimpressed with the pace of
change under the Dutchman.
Ten Hag, who was hired in
2022, paid the price for
leading United to just three
wins in nine league games in
the opening months of the
campaign. There have been
four defeats, the 2-1 loss at
West Ham on Sunday being
his last game in charge.
United finished in eighth
place last season, its lowest in
the Premier League era, and
appears to have little hope of
challenging for the title this
campaign. It already leaves
the storied team in danger of
missing out on qualification
for the lucrative Champions
League once again.
“We are grateful to Erik for
everything he has done
during his time with us and
wish him well for the future,”
said United, which added that
Ruud van Nistelrooy, one of

Ten Hag's assistants, would be
taking over as interim head
coach while a permanent
head coach is recruited.
Ten Hag joined from Ajax and

was tasked with the
responsibility of bringing the
good times back to a club that
has been in decline since
former manager Alex

Ferguson retired in 2013.
Despite winning the League
Cup and the FA Cup in Ten
Hag's first seasons at Old
Trafford, United was showing
no sign of improving on its
worst league campaign in 34
years.
Ten Hag only held onto his
job following an unexpected
victory over fierce rival
Manchester City in the FA
Cup final in May and an
extensive end-of-year review
by United. He was then
handed a one-year extension
to his contract to 2026. His
departure comes amid a
period of major change at
United under new minority
owner Jim Ratcliffe. 
The British billionaire has
taken over control of United's
soccer operations, with a new
CEO, sporting director and
technical director all installed
in recent months. 
Ten Hag was United's fifth
permanent manager since
Ferguson's departure,
following David Moyes, Louis
van Gaal, Jose Mourinho and
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer.
United's next game is at home
to Leicester in the English
League Cup on Wednesday.

Man United fire manager Erik ten
Hag after troubled start to season

rich form, Inglis has emerged
as a specialist middle-order

batter, but not for the vacant
opening slot, Bailey said.

Australia's move to promote
Steve Smith at the top

following David Warner's
retirement did not work out
and with Cameron Green
ruled out of the India series
because of a back injury,
there's a vacancy alongside
Usman Khawaja.
However, Bailey has ruled out
Inglis for the opener's role.


