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The papersaiditisnotsur-
prising, therefore, minority
populations from across the
neighbourhood come to
India during times ofduress.

It pointed out that all the
Muslim majority countries
witnessedanincrease in the
share of the majority reli-
gious denomination except
Maldives, wherethe share of
the majority group (Shafi'i
Sunnis) declined by 1.47 per
cent.

In Bangladesh, there was
anl8percentincreasein the
share of the majority reli-
gious group which is the
largest such increase in the
Indian subcontinent.
Pakistan  witnessed an
increase of 3.75 per cent in
the shareofthe majorityreli-
giousdenomination (Hanafi
Muslim) and a 10 per cent
increase in the share of total
Muslim population despite
the creation of Bangladesh in
1971

According to the report,
among non-Muslim major-
itycountries, Myanmar, India
and Nepal saw a decline in
the shareofthe majorityreli-
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gious denomination.

The paper noted that the
year 1950 is important as a
baseline year for two major
reasons.

This was around the time
that theinternationalhuman
rights framework under the
aegis of the newly created
United Nationsbegantotake
shape with minority rights
and state responsibility for
protection of minorities
beingmainstreamedininter-
national law, the paper said.

The paper is a detailed
cross-country descriptive
analysis of the status of
minorities around the world
measured in terms of their
changing share in a coun-
try’spopulation over65 years
between 1950 and 2015.

For the 167 countries
analysed, the average value
for the share of the majority
religious denomination in
the baseline year of 1950 is
75 per cent, while the mean
ofthedistribution capturing
the change in majority reli-
gious denemination
between 1950 and 2015 is
21.9.

US trying to complicate
India’s LS polls: Russia

NEW DELHI May 9 (IANS)

TARGETING the US for inter-
feringin India'sinternal affairs,
Russia  has  said that
Washington is trying to “com-

son Maria Zakharova said,
Washington notonly“ground-
lessly” accuses India, but also
many other States.

“Regular unfounded accu-
sations by the US against New

plicate”the LokSabha
elections, including by mak-
ing “regular unfounded accu-
sations” on threats to religious
freedom in the country.
Reacting strongly to the
recent report released by the
United States Commissionon
International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF), Russian
Foreign Ministry spokesper-

elhi- they ground-
lessly accuse not only India,
butalso many other States - of
violatingreligious freedomsare
a reflection of the US’ misun-
derstanding of the national
mentality, the historical con-
text of the development of the
Indian State and disrespect for
India as a State,” Zakharova
toldmediapersonsin Moscow.

Kerala temple boards discontinue

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, May 9
@1

IN A significant decision, two
major Devaswom Boards,
which manage the majority of
temples in Kerala, made a
change to their offerings on
Thursdaybydiscontinuingthe

use of Arali flowers (oleander)
in their sacred rituals.

The Travancore Devaswom
Board (TDB) and Malabar
Devaswom Board took the
decision after concerns arose
about the toxicnature of these
flowers, which could harm
humans and animals. P S

Establishing open prisons can be

solution to decongest

NEW DELHI, May 9 (PTD)

THE Supreme Court on
Thursday said establishing
openjails canbe oneofthe solu-
tions toovererowdingandalso
address the issue of rehabili-
tation of prisoners.

Semi-open or open prisons
allow convicts to work outside
the premises during the day to
help them earn a livelihood
and return in the evening, The
concept was brought in to
assimilate the convicts withthe
society and reduce their psy-
chological pressure as they
faced difficultiesinleadingnor-
mal lives outside.

While hearing a plea onjails
and prisoners, a bench of
JusticesBR Gavaiand Sandeep
Mehta said it wants to expand
the presence of open prisons
across the country.

“One of the solutions for
overcrowding of the prisons

can be establishing open air
prisons/camps. The said sys-
tem is efficiently working in
the state of Rajasthan. Apart
from addressing the issue of
congestion in prison, it also
addresses theissue of rehabil-
itation of prisoners,” thebench
said. The bench made clear
that it would not touch upon
issues related to jailsand prison

ED in SC opposes interim
bail to Arvind Kejriwal

THE right to campaign in an
election is neither a funda-
mental nor a constitutional
right, the Enforcement
Directorate told the Supreme
CourtonThursday, aday ahead
of the scheduled pronounce-
ment of the courl’s order on
grant of interim bail to Delhi
ChiefMinister Arvind Kejriwal
ina money laundering case.
Inafreshaffidavit filed in the
top court to thwart the release
of the embattled Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) national convenor,
the central probe agency said
there were numerous exam-
ples where politicians con-
tested elections while in judi-
cial custody, and some even
won, but were never granted
interim bail for campaigning.
“Nopolitical leaderhas been
granted interim bail for cam-

paigningeven though heisnot
thecontesting candidate. Even
a contesting candidate is not
granted interim bail if he is in
custody for his own cam-
paigning.

Itis relevant tonote that the
right to campaign for an elee-
tion is neither a fundamental
rightnoraconstitutional right
and not even alegal right,” the
ED said.

OnWednesday, Justice Sanjiv
Khanna, whoheaded thebench
that heard Kejriwal’s petition
against his arrest in the case,
said, “We will pronounce the
interim order (on bail) on
Friday. The main matter relat-
edto thechallengetoarrestwill
alsu be taken up on the same

The AAP leader was arrest-
edonMarch 21 and is currently
lodged inTihar Jail under judi-
cial custody.
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reforms which are already
pending adjudication before
itscoordinatebenchesinsome
other petitions.

The counsel appearing for
the National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) told the
court it had sought responses
from all states on open
prisons and 24 of them have
responded.

Miss Universe 2023 Sheynnis Palacios poses for pictures at the Taj

Mahal in Agra on Thursday.

(PTI)

8 killed in firecracker blast in TN

VIRUDHUNAGAR, May ¢ (PTI)

THEtollinablazeatafireworks-
manufacturing unitin Sivakasi
onThursdayrose toeight,with
one more worker succumbing
to his burns, police said.

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
MKStalin, whoexpressedcon-
dolences over the incident,
directed the district authori-
ties to provide appropriate
medical caretotheinjured and
save lives.

Eightworkers, includingfive
women and three men, were
killed in the accident at a fire-
works-manufacturing  unit
near Sengamalapatti  in
Sivakasi in the district.

Seven rooms where the fire-
crackers were stocked were
completelygutted, policesaid.
Police and fire service person-
nel rushed the injured to the
Government  hospital  in
Sivakasi.

A senior police official said
the cause of the fire was being

oleander flowers in rituals over toxicity concerns

Prasanth, the president of the
TDB, announced this decision
regarding the temples under
its jurisdiction after ameeting
ofthe board here onThursday.

“Ithasbeendecidedtocom-
pletely avoid using Arali flow-
ersin thenaivedya and prasad
offerings in temples under the

TDB.Instead, otherflowerslike
tulsi, thechi (Ixora), jasmine,
jamanti (hibiscus), and rose
will be used,” Prasanth told
reporters here,

The TDB is entrusted with
thetaskofadministrating 1248
temples in theerstwhile prince-
lystate of Travancore. Malabar
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Devaswom Board President M
R Murali said the use of Arali
flowers for rituals has been
banned in over 1,400 temples
under its jurisdiction.
“Although the Araliflower is
not widely used in rituals in
temples, itsuseisbanned con-
sidering thesafetyofdevotees.”

Flames billow out after a firecracker blast at a
fireworks-manufacturing unit in Sivakasi, Virudhunagar district of
(PTI)

Tamil Nadu on Thursday.

ascertained andadded thatthe
unit is alicenced one.
Expressing grief over the
death of the five women and
three men in the explosion,
Chief Minister Stalin said that
immediately after receiving
information about the acci-
dent, he directed the district

collector to promptlylauncha
rescue operation. [t was learnt
thatmorethan10personswere
injuredand they required med-
ical attention, he said. ‘I have
directed the officials to ensure
appropriate life-saving treat-
ment for the injured,” Stalin
said in a release here.
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The decisions to end the strike and withdraw the ter-
mination letters were agreed upon duringa conciliation
meeting between the representatives of cabin crew and
theairline management at the Officeof the ChiefLabour
Commissioner (Central) in the national capital on

‘India’s exports rise’

NEW DELHI, May 9 (PTI)

information
" i " iati omm lm(lnq on emchan the. p(u;nechvebﬂders mayc’)ﬂam(he M C1 Indiz Fvtitd Departmert of our e-Aucton Sewue Pauver N\hah Kuma' U‘muqh Mﬂbile No.
discussion, persuasion andonappealofthe Conciliation 7080804468, & E-m o () Tothe

Officer and the Chief Labour Commissioner, the union ne propert/ic Hmm the mendng mcueﬂ may i
representatives agreed that “all the cabin crew members maket ftle cF property/es pul
who have reported sick will report for duty with fitness Ao aeriaartioes i o ry oo o gy e o mus The property is beinc sold with 2l the exsing and fulure encurtyancas whether

4 p + 3 2 . known or unknown 0 KM Credioreall not in any way for any thitd party ciamsfichts/duss; For participating n the e Auction
certificate immediately, according to adocumentsigned iending in e Wen com) the Getals of payment o’ Ineres:free refundabie Earrest Money
by the representatives of the union and the airline. o /2y cf Demand Draf:in favour of ‘Kotak Mahindra ﬁankL\m tedt payable atIndcre alongwith self-aftestad copies of the

PAN Card, Aachear Card, s speciied above (5) The EMD of all oiher bidders wro did not
succaed in the e-Audtion wil be rafunded by mw within 72 working houre cf the ciosure nf m M«/dm ‘hu EMD wil rol carry any into'ast; (6) That the boroere/Co-
Sensex tumbles over 1,000 pts :
Nifty falls below 22,000 level

borrowers/oarinersimor 494/22, SAno. 384/23, SAN0. 853/23, SA 116124 which is
MUMBAL, May 9 (PTI)

any othercale & lme with pricr xmnmnana ooy o
tho proprty prior bid The

MI haveto

yeltoka disposa of.(7) Tha suzcessful i e Ammzamprmmn PAN No, AC PAABHIN of property 2 (sutefhe
sale proveeds) ard sumil TOS Gelifcate o ¢ 1% lowards TDS), aujusing e EMDwillin 15
i plancect Office:,faiing which il

andt
Dfficer, or i it

of India’s export basket, beforfeited.
include the US, UAE,
Netherland, China, UK,
Saudi Arabia, Singapore,
Bangladesh, Germany

geg m\uq)o;m: 2 icbiityin
ul 216 pay tr i tisnotoe per
R LR e any decrogancy botweanthe publcatons of cla notics in English and Vormasuar nowepeper, hon n sueh cae3 o
English rewspaper wil supersade the vemacular newspaper and it shal be considered as e final copy. thus removing tre ambigaity, If the torrower/guarantorsimorigage s pays

INDIA'S exports have
increased Lo as many as
115 countries out of the
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against $325.3bn.

destinations, which
account for 46.5 per cent

Reliance Industries weighed on investor sentiment,

5 Scl- Authorised Officer, Ketak Matindra Bank Lid,
traders said.
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