
TO LAM IS PRESIDENT 
OF VIETNAM 
Bangkok: Vietnam's top security official To Lam was 
confirmed on Wednesday as the nation's new 
president. He oversaw police and intelligence 
operations over a period when basic liberties were 
systematically suppressed and its secret service was 
accused of violating international law. Lam was 
confirmed by Vietnam's National Assembly after his 
predecessor resigned amid an ongoing anti-corruption 
campaign that has resulted in multiple top-level 
changes in government. Lam’s new role puts him in a 
"very strong position" to become the next Communist 
Party general secretary, said Nguyen Khac Giang, an 
analyst at Singapore's ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute. 
 

KAMI RITA ASCENDS 
EVEREST FOR 30TH TIME 
Kathmandu: Nepal's veteran summiteer Kami Rita 
Sherpa on Wednesday scaled Mt Everest for the 30th 
time, breaking his own record for the highest number 
of ascents on the world's highest peak. The 54-year-old 
reached the 8,849-metre peak at 7:49am local time, 
according to Tashi Lakpa Sherpa, Chief Executive 
Officer at the 14 Peaks Expedition high-altitude sports 
company. Kami summited the peak for the 29th time 
only 10 days ago. Last year, he successfully scaled Mt 
Everest for the 27th and 28th times in the same 
season. 
 

EVACUATIONS IN  
NEW CALEDONIA 
Melbourne: Australia and New 
Zealand evacuated citizens from 
violence-hit New Caledonia in 
multiple flights. The Australian 
military evacuated 115 
passengers on two flights and a 
French government flight 
evacuated another 100 stranded 
passengers on Wednesday. A 
New Zealand Defence Force C-
130 Hercules flew 48 passengers 
"with the most pressing needs" 
from Noumea to Auckland on 
Tuesday night. Six people have 
been killed, including two police 
officers, and hundreds have 
been injured during recent 
armed clashes in New 
Caledonia.

Pak court rejects plea to disqualify Imran Khan  
Islamabad: A Pakistani court rejected a petition seeking the disqualification of former prime minister Imran Khan for 
concealing his alleged daughter Tyrian White while submitting his nomination papers for the 2018 general elections. The 
petition alleged that Khan had not disclosed his alleged daughter - Tyrian White - in his nomination papers for contesting the 
2018 general elections.  The IHC rejected the petition after noting that a three-judge bench had previously dismissed it.  
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Several killed 
as tornados 

rip through US  
IANS / CHICAGO 

 
Several  people were 
killed as multiple torna-
dos ripped through the 
western part of  the US 
Midwestern state of  
Iowa, local media re-
ported. The howling 
winds left a wide swath 
of  obliterated homes, 
crumpled cars and 
splintered trees. 

The storms moved 
eastward to pummeled  
parts of  Illinois and 
Wisconsin, knocking 
out power to more than 
130,000 customers in the 
two states. A tornado 
went through the city of  
Greenfield, about 55 
miles (88.5 km) south-
west of  Des Moines, 
shortly before 5:00 p.m. 
(2200 GMT), injuring 
multiple people and de-
stroying a hospital. 

Video released by a lo-
cal TV station shows 
ripped houses and flat-
tened structures, piles 
of  debris, damaged cars 
and countless toppled 
trees.

AGENCIES / LONDON 
 

British defence minister 
Grant Shapps said on 
Wednesday that  US and 
British defence intelligence 
had evidence that China is  
providing or preparing to 
provide Russia with lethal 
aid for use by Moscow in its 
war against Ukraine. 

Shapps told a conference 
in London that intel evidence 
indicated that "lethal aid is 
now, or will be, flowing from 
China to Russia and into 
Ukraine, I think it is a signif-
icant development". Shapps 
did not provide evidence to 
support his assertion. 

"We should be concerned 
about that because in the ear-

lier days of  this war China 
would like to present itself  as 
a moderating influence on" 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, he added. 

The Chinese embassy in 
the US said last month it had 

not provided weaponry, 
adding that it is "not a pro-
ducer of  or party involved in 
the Ukraine crisis”. The Chi-
nese embassy in London did 
not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. 

Meanwhile, Russian 
drones struck energy sites in 
Ukraine early on Wednesday 
and knocked out power to 
over 500,000 consumers in the 
northern Sumy region, offi-
cials said. The Sumy regional 
authority, in a post on the 
Telegram messaging app, 
said the drones attacked the 
cities of  Shostka and Kono-
top, northeast of  Kyiv and 
near the Russian border. 

Ukraine's air force shot 
down seven drones used in 
the attack, according to the 
regional authorities. 

The Ukrainian military 
claimed that  it had shot 
down all 24 drones Russia 
launched in the overnight at-
tack, which targeted five oth-

er regions in the country's 
south and east. The attack on 
Sumy also impacted power 
supplies to consumers in the 
neighbouring Chernihiv and 
Kharkiv regions. 

National grid operator, 
Ukrenergo,  said 95% of  con-
sumers impacted by power 
cuts in the three regions after 
the attack received power on 
Wednesday morning. as tran-
sit through the Sumy region 
was not disrupted by the 
drone attacks, industry 
sources told Reuters. 

As Russian troops pushed 
into northeastern Kharkiv 
region a little more than a 
week ago, officials have 
warned about a possible push 
into the Sumy region.

UK raises China lethal aid bogey

AGENCIES  / TEL AVIV  
 

The UN agency for Palestinian 
refugees, Unrwa, has  suspended  food 
distribution in the southern Gaza city 
of  Rafah due to a lack of  supplies and 
insecurity,  a spokesperson said. 

The UN agency  warned its distribu-
tion centre and a World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) warehouse were now 
inaccessible because of  the ongoing Is-
raeli military operations against 
Hamas in eastern Rafah. 

An estimated 810,000 of  the more 
than a million people taking refuge in 
Rafah have fled since the Israeli opera-

tion began on May 6. Unrwa also said 
its health centres had not received any 
medical supplies in the past 10 days. 

The US said it did not believe any of  
the aid that had entered Gaza through 
a ne floating pier had been distributed 
to Palestinians.

UN suspends food distribution to Rafah 


