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Secretary General of 
the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) Jasem 
Mohamed AlBudaiwi 
said that the recently 
convening of the first 
ministerial meeting of 
the Strategic Dialogue 
between the GCC and 
India reflects a sincere 
and mutual desire to 
enhance and develop 
relations in a way that 
serves the interests of the 
peoples and reinforces 
stability and prosperity 
in the region.  

AlBudaiwi’s statement 
came during the first 
joint ministerial meeting 
of the strategic dialogue 
between the GCC and 
India, held today under 
the chairmanship of Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Qatar 
and current President of 
the ministerial council 
Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman Al Thani, 
with the participation 
of the foreign ministers 
of the GCC countries 
and the Minister of 
External Affairs of 
India, Subrahmanyam 
Jaishankar, Saudi Press 
Agency reported.  

In his speech during 
the meeting, AlBudaiwi 
highlighted that the 
relations between the 
GCC countries and India 
are historical and deep-
rooted, extending over 
several centuries and 
built on foundations 
of mutual trust and 
fruitful cooperation. He 
emphasised that these 

relations continuously 
witness significant 
developments, reflecting 
the strong will of both 
parties to enhance the 
partnership in various 
fields.  

He also referred 
to the areas of 
cooperation outlined in 
the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) 
signed by both parties 
in 2022, which serves as 
a key starting point for 
collaboration. He added 
that political dialogue 
and cooperation between 
the GCC countries and 
India are fundamental 
pillars of the relationship, 
both bilaterally and 
jointly. He noted that 
the political challenges 
facing the region and 
the world require 
ongoing coordination 

and constructive dialogue 
to enhance security 
and stability, and that 
past experiences have 
demonstrated that 
close cooperation has 
significantly contributed 
to addressing several 
crises and political 
challenges.  

AlBudaiwi said that 
global political and 
security challenges, such 
as terrorism, extremism, 
regional conflicts, and 
humanitarian crises, 
necessitate increased 
cooperation and 
coordination between 
the GCC countries 
and India. He stressed 
that unified efforts and 
stances in international 
forums will enhance their 
ability to influence and 
contribute to achieving 
peace and security. He 

also underlined that 
security cooperation 
extends beyond 
addressing challenges 
to include promoting 
peace and security in 
the region and globally. 
Through information 
exchange and security 
coordination, “we can 
work to prevent crises 
and conflicts before they 
occur and collaborate on 
regional and international 
peace and security 
initiatives, contributing 
to creating a stable 
and secure environment 
for our peoples.” He 
pointed to effective 
mechanisms for political 
dialogue and continuous 
consultation between 
the GCC countries and 
India, emphasizing that 
these tools provide 
numerous opportunities 

‘GCC, India ties reinforce 
stability, prosperity’

IFA Berlin 2024, the 
world’s leading trade 
show for consumer 
electronics and home 
appliances, kicked 
off Friday, bringing 
together over 1,800 
global exhibitors, 125 
keynote speakers and 
more than 182,000 
visitors from 139 
countries, according to 
the organiser.  

This year’s event 
marks the 100th 
anniversary of IFA, 
with global tech 
giants showcasing 
their cutting-edge 
innovations like 
artificial intelligence, 
robotics, and even a 
flying car.  

Leif Lindner, the 
CEO of IFA Berlin, 
highlighted the 
enduring appeal of the 
trade show, citing the 
strong demand from 
exhibitors.  

 “IFA has always 

1,800 global exhibitors at 
IFA Berlin 2024

The European Union 
practices double standards 
in responding to anti-
Turkish publications 
and in fighting Russian 
media, Omer Celik, a 
parliamentarian from 
the ruling Justice and 
Development Party 
(AKP), said.  

 “The European 
Union practices double 
standards: broadcasts 
with anti-Turkish content, 
with any lies, go 
unhindered, but a number 
of measures have been 
taken to prevent ‘Russian’ 
propaganda. At the same 
time, they claim that the 
measures against Russian 
broadcasts are within the 
framework of freedom of 
expression. At the same 
time, there are a large 
number of anti-Turkish 

broadcasts in Europe,” 
Celik told the Haberturk 
broadcaster.  

The situation with 
Russian media in the West 
has become increasingly 
difficult in recent years. 
In November 2016, the 
European Parliament 
adopted a resolution 
calling for action against 

Russian media, naming 
Sputnik and RT as the 
main threats.  

A number of Western 
politicians, including 
American Senators and 
Congressmen, as well 
as French President 
Emmanuel Macron, 
accused Sputnik and RT 
(state-owned Russian TV 

network) of interfering in 
the elections in the US 
and France, but did not 
provide any evidence.  

Russian officials 
called such statements 
unfounded. Recently, 
the EU has imposed 
sanctions against the 
largest Russian media 
outlets, banning their 
broadcasting in the 
European Union.  

This decision was made 
without going to court 
or to national regulators 
in EU countries, which 
are responsible for 
the media markets of 
their countries. Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov said that Moscow 
did not expect the West 
to impose sanctions on 
journalists, athletes, and 
cultural figures.    

Turkey MP flays EU attitude 
on Russia media

Thousands of anti-war protesters 
gathered on Wednesday morning to rally 
outside a defence industry exposition in 
Melbourne in Australia’s state of Victoria, 
local media reported.  

 Demonstrators began to gather at 6 
a.m. local time on Wednesday outside the 
Land Forces International Land Defence 
Exposition in Melbourne’s CBD, waving 
Palestinian flags and banging drums 
while chanting “free Palestine” amid the 
ongoing conflict in Gaza.  

 City roads were blocked and public 
transport was disrupted on Wednesday 
morning.   Police clashed with protesters 
and used capsicum spray as projectiles 
were thrown at mounted officers, said 
local media.  

 Running from Wednesday until 
Friday at the Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre, the biennial conference 
has attracted hundreds of companies and 
organisations displaying lethal technology.  

 The State Government of Victoria 
granted police special powers under anti-
terror legislation to search people and 
vehicles in the area surrounding the 
event and called in additional police 
from regional areas and interstate to 
bolster security.   Australia’s Minister for 
Defence Industry and Capability Delivery 
Pat Conroy has condemned the protests.  

Anti-war protests outside 
Aus  defence expo

for exchanging views 
and building common 
understandings that 
enhance security and 
stability, as well as 
strengthen bilateral 
relations.  

 AlBudaiwi 
emphasized that 
economic cooperation is 
a crucial aspect of “our 
bilateral relationship,” 
forming the foundation 
for trade and investment 
relations. He cited that 
trade between the GCC 
countries and India 
reached approximately 
$174 billion in 2022, 
accounting for about 11% 
of the GCC’s total trade 
volume. He noted that this 
reflects the significance 
of this cooperation, 
as GCC exports were 
valued at around $91 
billion, while imports 
amounted to $83 billion, 
enhancing economic 
integration and providing 
growth and market 
expansion opportunities. 
Furthermore, GCC 
investments in India 
reached approximately $6 
billion in various projects, 
reflecting mutual trust 
and promising market 
opportunities on both 
sides.   “By enhancing 
joint investments, we 
can achieve significant 
economic benefits, 
including job creation 
and economic growth. 
Additionally, there 
are substantial joint 
investment opportunities 
in renewable energy 
sectors, contributing to 
sustainability, diversifying 
energy sources, 
and protecting the 
environment,” he said.  

been and will always 
be at the forefront of 
change and disruption, 
showcasing real-life 
innovation, with real 
consumers responding 
to new technology in 
real time,” Lindner 
said.  According to 
the organizer, artificial 
intelligence and 
sustainability are the 
major themes of IFA 
2024. During the five-
day event, the world’s 
first real flying car 
is expected to be 
demonstrated.  

 “IFA will continue 
to prove itself as a 
sustainable driver of 
growth and innovation 
in its anniversary year,” 
said Sara Warneke, 
managing director 
of gfu Consumer & 
Home Electronics 
GmbH, which owns the 

trademark IFA.  
Chinese tech giants 

continue to make a 
significant impact 
at this year’s event. 
According to the 
official IFA website, 
exhibitors such as Haier, 
Hisense and TCL have 
secured some of the 
largest exhibit spaces, 
offering a wide array 
of innovative products.  

 “With a 3,300-square-
meter exhibition area, 
Haier is showcasing 
a full range of eco-
friendly and cutting-
edge products this 
year,” Neil Tunstall, 
CEO of Haier Europe, 
told Xinhua. “We’re 
excited to connect with 
international businesses 
at IFA and bring high-
end products and smart 
technologies to users 
worldwide.    


