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Expedite land acquisition process 
for Old City Metro: HMRL MD
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE Land Acquisition process 
for the Old City Metro stretch 
between MGBS and Chandray-
angutta is being expedited, ac-
cording to HMRL Managing 
Director NVS Reddy. As many 
as 1,200 properties will be af-
fected by road widening and 
station construction over this 
7.5 km stretch. Notifications 
have been issued for 400 proper-
ties so far under the Land Ac-
quisition Act  2013.

Property owners can seek 
clarifications and file objec-
tions at the Land Acquisition 
Officer’s office at HAML  dur-
ing the stipulated period. The 
entire land acquisition process 
is likely to take about eight 

months, as per the LA Act 
procedures.

The road will be widened to 
100 feet as per GHMC Master 
Plan. At Metro station loca-
tions, the road will be widened 
to 120  feet. Currently, the road 
width ranges from 50 to 60 feet 
between Darulshifa junction 
and Shalibanda junction and 80 
feet between Shalibanda junc-

tion and Chandrayangutta. 
Thus, the affected portion of  
each property will generally be 
about 20 to 25 feet from 
Darulshifa to Shalibanda and 
about 10 feet from Shalibanda 
to  Chandrayangutta. The af-
fected area may increase at sta-
tion locations and in sections 
with sharp curves.

Reddy also noted that in addi-
tion to conventional survey 
methods, a Lidar drone survey 
was conducted to create a 3D 
view of  the affected properties 
and neighbouring properties. 
To protect the 103 religious and 
other sensitive structures along 
this stretch, innovative engi-
neering solutions and careful 
adjustments of  Metro pillars 
and station locations are being 
made.

Highly unhygienic 
conditions found 
in two restaurants 
in Hyderabad
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

THE food safety officials con-
ducted inspections at two res-
taurants in Aramgarh on Fri-
d ay  a n d  f o u n d  h i g h l y 
unhygienic conditions. At Dar 
Al Mandi, Aramgarh. The offi-
cials found drain water stagna-
tion and synthetic food colours 
used in food articles, which 
were discarded immediately. 
The FBO also failed to provide 
the FSSAI licence copy during 
the inspection.

At Golden Pears, the multi-
cuisine restaurant, raw mutton 
pieces spillage was found in-
side a refrigerator and house-
flies were observed inside 
kitchen premises. Additionally, 
expired milk and ghee packets 
were found and discarded.

Officials also conducted in-
spections in as many as 28 gov-
ernment and private residen-
tial schools and colleges across 
the city, as per the instructions 
of  the GHMC Commissioner, 
Amrapali Kata.

Fraudster impersonating 
adviser to CM arrested
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Hyderabad

RACHAKONDA police on Fri-
day arrested one Anugu 
Surender Reddy, along with his 
three associates, on charges of  
impersonating Vem Narender 
Reddy, the adviser to the chief  
minister, and fleecing about 
100 people of  `1.04 crore. 

Surender Reddy, aided by 
Merina Rose, Banda Venkatesh 
and Bolugula Lingaiah, are ac-
cused of  promising govern-
ment benefits and job place-
ments to their victims.

Briefing reporters, Racha-
konda Police Commissioner 
Sudheer Babu said that 
Surender Reddy is a mid-day 
meals organiser at the ZPHS 
Kushaiguda. “Sometimes im-
personating Vem Narender 
Reddy and sometimes claiming 
high-level governmental influ-

ence, he convinced his victims 
that he could secure transfers, 
2BHK allotments, and posi-
tions within the Food Corpora-
tion of  India. He managed to 
lure his victims into paying 
huge sums for these nonexist-
ent benefits,” the police com-
missioner said.

Merina Rose is accused of  in-
troducing victims to Surender 
Reddy, who were then asked to 
give `5 lakh each for getting 
2BHK flats that were never al-
located. Rose, along with Ban-
da Venkatesh and Bolugula 
Lingaiah, is accused of  partici-
pating in similar schemes, 
promising jobs and other ben-
efits, and extracting around 
`18.5 lakh from victims.

The police commissioner 
asked the general public to nev-
er approach any person or mid-
dleman for getting 2BHKs 
allocated.

Attention 
diversion gang 
held, ̀ 8.8L seized
E N S  @Hyderabad 

THE Begumpet police, appre-
hended an attention diversion 
gang and seized gold jewellery 
and `8.82 lakh in cash.

The accused were identified 
as Irfan (49), Shakir (30), Rubi 
and Mohammed Feroz (38).

The gang’s modus operandi 
was to divert the attention of  
their target at busy bus and 
railway stations. Irfan, the 
gang organiser, coordinated 
the activities, while Moham-
med Feroz acted as an auto 
driver. Shakir and his wife 
Rubi posed as passengers. 
While Feroz ferried passengers 
in his shared auto, Shakir and 
Rubi would steal valuables 
from the victims’ bags. Feroz 
would stop the auto, saying 
that the vehicle broke down 
giving his gang members a 
chance to flea.

GHMC to distribute 6 lakh clay 
Ganesh idols free of cost in Hyd
S  B A C H A N  J E E T  S I N G H 
@ Hyderabad

TO create awareness and pro-
mote the use of  eco-friendly 
clay Ganesh idols for the up-
coming Ganesh Chaturthi festi-
val on September 7, the Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal Corpora-
tion (GHMC) will procure 3.10 
lakh clay Ganesh idols and sell 
them free of  cost to the citizens. 
These idols will come in three 
sizes and will be distributed to 
citizens through GHMC circles 
and zonal offices during the 
first week of  September.

The Telangana Pollution 
Control Board’s (TGPCB) will 
distribute 1 lakh clay idols 
within Greater Hyderabad lim-
its and 64,000 idols in 32 dis-
tricts in Telangana. Addition-
a l l y,  t h e   H y d e r a b a d 
Metropolitan Development Au-

thority (HMDA) will distribute 
over 1 lakh eight-inch clay idols 
at various locations across the 
city.

For the past decade, the state 
government has been advocat-
ing for Green Ganeshas or Clay 
Ganeshas. Last year, the re-
sponse was positive, with many 
devotees opting for eco-friendly 
clay idols over Plaster of  Paris 

(PoP). The three bodies - GHMC, 
TGPCB and HMDA - distribut-
ed around 6 lakh clay Ganesh 
idols in the city.

The civic body has invited 
tenders from registered socie-
ties, firms, manufacturers, and 
suppliers to provide these idols. 
The agencies must deliver the 
idols by August 31, 2024, using 
their own or hired transport.

Fire erupts 
at another 
pharma unit 
in AP, 4 hurt
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Visakhapatnam

FOUR workers were injured in 
yet another industrial acci-
dent, the second one in three 
days, at a unit of Synergene 
Active Ingredients Pvt Ltd lo-
cated in the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Pharma City (JN Pharma City) 
at Parawada in Anakapalle 
district. According to officials, 
the fire broke out around 12.30 
am on the first floor in the B 
Block of  pharma unit on 
Friday. 

The incident comes close on 
the heels of  the explosion at 
Escientia Advanced Sciences 
Private Ltd in Atchutapuram 
SEZ on Wednesday, which 
claimed 17 lives and left 36 peo-
ple injured. 

Officials said the fire erupt-
ed during the process of  mix-
ing chemicals. The static elec-
tricity caused the fire.  The 
injured workers have been 
identified as K Suryanarayana 
(36) from Vizianagaram, and 
Oybonkorha (22), Lalsingh 
Purthy (24) and Roya Angiria 
(22) from Jharkhand. All the 
four are undergoing treatment 
at Indus Hospital.

CM N Chandrababu Naidu 
enquired about the incident 
and directed officials to pro-
vide better treatment to the 
injured. 

‘Cause will be ascertained after clearing debris’
Vijayawada: Officials from the Factories Department stated that the 
precise cause of the major accident at Escientia Advanced Sciences 
Private Limited in Atchutapuram Special Economic Zone (SEZ), 
Rambilli mandal, Anakapalle district, will only be determined after the 
debris is cleared and a thorough ground inspection is conducted. 
Speaking to TNIE, Director (Factories) D Chandra Sekhara Varma 
mentioned that they are awaiting further instructions from the 
government, as Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu has announced 
the formation of a committee to investigate the incident. 

SIT files 144-page chargesheet against Prajwal
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Bengaluru

The Crime Investigation De-
partment (CID) of  the Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) on 
Friday filed a 2,144-page 
chargesheet against Holenar-
asipura MLA HD Revanna and 
former Hassan MP Prajwal 
Revanna in connection with 
the sexual assault and harass-
ment case registered at the 
Holenarasipura Town police 
station in Hassan.

The investigation officer of  
the  case  submitted  the 
chargesheet to the 42nd Addi-
tional Chief  Metropolitan 
Magistrate (ACMM) court, 
which is the Special Court 
to try cases against sitting 
and former MPs/MLAs. 

The SIT has included 
the statement of  about 150 
witnesses in the case, in-
cluding victims' and witnesses 
statements that were recorded 
before the magistrate under 

Section 164 of  the Code of  
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). 

The SIT, which had subjected 
the accused to medical 
tests and had gathered 
biological, physical, sci-
entific, mobile phone, dig-
ital and other circum-
s t a n t i a l  e v i d e n c e
 during the course of  in-
vestigation has also fur-

nished the reports of  medical, 
forensic and cyber forensic 
t e s t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e 

chargesheet. 
The first case was filed on 

April 28 at Holenarsipura Town 
police station where Prajwal 
and his father Revanna were 
accused of  sexual harassment 
of  a 47-year-old former maid. 

The Special Investigation 
Team had earlier submitted 
chargesheet against Prajwal 
Revanna and others in connec-
tion with the kidnap case, in-
volving one of  the sexual abuse 
victims, to the court.

NHRC SEEKS REPORT 
IN TWO WEEKS ON 
PHARMA UNIT FIRE
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

TAKING suo motu cognisance 
of  the fire accident at a unit of  
Escientia Advanced Sciences 
Private Limited in the Atchuta-
puram SEZ in Anakapalle dis-
trict which claimed 17 lives and 
left several workers injured, 
the National Human 
Rights Commission 
(NHRC) has issued no-
tices to the state gov-
ernment and the police 
to investigate whether 
the safety norms and le-
gal provisions were strictly 
followed by the management. 
The Commission has sought a 
detailed report within two 
weeks.

NHRC observed that the con-
tents of  the media reports indi-
cate violations of  the victims' 
Right to Life due to the con-
cerned authorities' negligence. 

Accordingly, notices have been 
issued to the chief  secretary 
and the director general of  po-
lice, directing them to launch a 
thorough investigation to check 
whether all safety norms and 
legal provisions were being 
strictly followed by the owner 
of  the industrial unit and su-

pervised by the authorities 
concerned.

"The report must in-
clude the status of  the 
FIR, updated informa-
tion on the health and 
medical treatment of  

the injured, disburse-
ment of  the compensation, 

and any other relief  provided 
to the injured as well as the 
families of  the deceased work-
ers," the Commission said. 

Further, NHRC said it would 
also like to know about the ac-
tion taken against the delin-
quent officers responsible for 
the tragedy.

E X P R E S S  R E A D
Government employees 
JAC announces pension 
betrayal day
Hyderabad: A steering committee 
of the Telangana Employees Joint 
Action Committee (JAC) was 
formed on Friday at the 
Telangana NGO Central Building in 
Nampally to address the pending 
issues of the state government 
employees. The committee 
consists of 27 members and will 
be led by its chairman Marri 
Jagadishwar and secretary-
general Eluri Srinivasa Rao.  In its 
first decision, the JAC decided to 
observe “pension betrayal day” on 
September 1 and said that 
protests will be held at all district 
collectorates and at the Gun Park 
in Hyderabad on the same day. 

SLAUGHTER HOUSES TO STAY SHUT ON AUG 26
Hyderabad: All the cattle slaughter houses and beef 
shops in the GHMC limits will remain closed on August 
26 on account of ‘Janmastami’.

A worker seen making 
a clay Ganesh idol in 
Karimnagar on Friday

No of 
idols

Size

2.70L 8-inch

30K 12-inch

10K 18-inch


