
www.freepressjournal.com world 11Indore, Tuesday, 6 August 2024

PTI 
DHAKA 

Sheikh Hasina, who was elected 
for a record fourth consecutive 
term and fifth overall term this 
year, was always admired by 
her supporters as an "Iron 
Lady" before the dramatic de-
velopment that abruptly ended 
her 15-year-rule in Bangladesh. 

Hasina, who provided stabil-
ity to the once military-ruled 
Bangladesh but at the same 
time criticised as an "autocratic" 
leader by opponents, was 
among the world's longest-
serving female heads of govern-
ment. 

The 76-year-old daughter of 
Bangladesh founder Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman had been rul-
ing 2009. She was elected for a 
record fourth consecutive term 
in January in an election boy-
cotted by the main opposition 
party Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP), claiming she could 
not deliver credible voting. 

Born in erstwhile East Pakis-
tan in September 1947, Hasina 
became active in politics while 
studying at the University of 
Dhaka in the late 1960s. 

After Bangladesh gained in-
dependence in 1971, her father 
Mujibur Rahman became the 
president and then prime min-
ister of the country. However, in 
August 1975, Rahman, his wife 
and their three sons were assas-
sinated in their home by mili-
tary officers. Hasina and her 
younger sister Sheikh Rehana 
survived the purge as they were 

abroad.  
In 1981, Hasina returned 

home and championed for 
democracy. She eventually be-
came the prime minister in the 
1996 general elections. 

Hasina was voted out of of-
fice in the 2001, but returned to 
power with a thumping victory 
in 2008. During her latest ten-
ure, Hasina presided over one 
of the world's fastest-growing 
economies and improved living 
standards. Her supporters 
credit Hasina with humming 
development projects and pro-
viding stability in the country, 
which has witnessed military 
rule for years. She also won 
praise for her handling of the 
world's biggest refugee crisis as 
over a million Rohingyas have 
taken shelter in Bangladesh. 
after fleeing for their lives from 
Myanmar. Bangladesh's per 
capita income tripled since 
Hasina took over, while its gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
achieved a growth rate of 7.28 
per cent last year. 

Makeover: 
From hero 
to villain
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After Sheikh Hasina resigned 
as the prime minister of Bang-
ladesh and fled the country on 
Monday, the attention of the 
nation turned to General 
Waker-Uz-Zaman, the Chief of 
Army Staff, who announced 
the formation of an interim 
government.   

A seasoned infantry officer 
with nearly four decades of 
military service General 
Waker-Uz-Zaman had as-
sumed duties as the head of the 
army on June 23, succeeding 
General SM Shafiuddin 
Ahmed. He is now the de-facto 
head of state in Bangladesh.   

General Waker’s extensive 
experience encompasses com-
manding an infantry battalion, 
an independent infantry brig-
ade, and an infantry division. 
His staff roles have included 
positions at the Infantry Brig-
ade, School of Infantry and Tac-
tics, and Army Headquarters.  

Born in Dhaka in 1966, the 
General boasts a distinguished 
military career. A graduate of 
the Bangladesh Military Acad-
emy, the General was commis-
sioned in the Corps of Infantry 

in 1985.  He pursued advanced 
studies at the Defence Services 
Command and Staff College in 
Mirpur and the Joint Services 
Command and Staff College in 
the UK. Additionally, he holds 
degrees in Defence Studies 
from the National University of 
Bangladesh and King's College, 
University of London.  

He is married to to Sarahnaz 
Kamalika Zaman, the daughter 
of General Muhammad, who 
served as army chief from 1997 
to 2000 during Hasina’s first 
tenure.   

General Waker has served 
as the Military Secretary at 
Army Headquarters and, be-
fore his appointment as Chief 
of General Staff (CGS) of the 
Bangladesh Army, he was the 
Principal Staff Officer of the 
Prime Minister. 

‘I am taking all 
responsibility’


