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Thousands of protesters took 
to the streets in major cities 
around the world on Saturday 
demanding an end 
to bloodshed in Gaza and the 
wider Middle East ahead of 
the first anniversary of the 
deadly Hamas attack on Israel. 
More protests were planned in 
several cities on Sunday, ac-
cording to reports by Reuters 
and Associated Press. About 
40,000 pro-Palestinian demon-
strators marched through cen-
tral London, while thousands 
gathered in Paris, Rome, 
Manila, Cape Town and New 
York City. Demonstrations 
were also held near the White 
House in Washington, protest-
ing against US support for Is-
rael in military campaigns in 
Gaza and Lebanon. 

Protesters at New York's 
Times Square chanted slogans 
like: "Gaza, Lebanon you will 
rise, the people are by your 
side." They held banners de-
manding an arms embargo 
against Israel. The war in 
Gaza was triggered when Pa-

lestinian Hamas militants at-
tacked southern Israel on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, killing 1,200 
people and taking about 250 as 
hostages, according to Israeli 
tallies. Nearly 100 Israeli hos-
tages remain in Gaza, with 
fewer than 70 believed to be 
alive. 

Israel's subsequent military 
assault on Gaza  has killed 
nearly 42,000 Palestinians, ac-
cording to Gaza's health min-

istry. It has laid waste to the en-
clave, displacing nearly all of 
the 2.3 million population and 
causing a hunger crisis. Nearly 
100 Israeli hostages remain in 
Gaza, with fewer than 70 be-
lieved to be alive. In Jakarta, 
the capital of Indonesia, the 
world's most populous Mus-
lim-majority country, at least 
1,000 pro-Palestinian pro-
testers gathered on Sunday 
morning near the US  embassy 

demanding that Washington 
stop supplying weapons to Is-
rael. In London on Saturday, 
counter-demonstrators waved 
Israeli flags as pro-Palestinian 
marchers walked by.  

DEMONSTRATORS’ DEMAND | Israel-Hamas, Iran proxies should agree to a ceasefire and end genocide

World protests against Middle East war 

Clockwise - Protestors raise slogans and banners in Washington DC, USA. Protestors 
stand in solidarity with Palestine and Lebanon in Sofia, Bulgaria . Demonstrators rally 
in Jakarta, Indonesia                                                    – AFP 
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We need to be out 
on the streets in 
even bigger 
numbers to stop 
this carnage 
Ben Jamal 
Director of the Palestine Sol-
idarity Campaign in Britain

Sri Lanka 
parties look 
for allies for 
Nov polls
PTI 
COLOMBO 

All major political parties in 
Sri Lanka are shortlisting 
candidates and attempting to 
forge new alliances as the 
country prepares for the No-
vember 14 parliamentary 
election. No major party has 
yet submitted its nomina-
tions to contest any of the 22 
electoral districts despite the 
opening of the nominations 

on Friday last. 
The nominations for the 

election will close on October 
11. The ruling National 
People's Power (NPP) Party, 
which won the September 21 
presidential election, said it is 
in the process of finalising its 
candidates list.  

Former president Ranil 
Wickremesinghe's United 
National Party (UNP) had un-
successfully tried to merge 
with its offshoot Samagi Jana 
Balawegaya party to face the 
election.   

The split votes between 
Premadasa and Wickremes-
inghe helped incumbent 
Anura Dissanayake to win 
the presidential poll. The 
UNP is in the process of final-
ising an  pact with groups 
which had broken away from 
the Rajapaksa family-domi-
nated SLPP party.

Russian charged 
with treason 
Agencies 
MOSCOW 

A Russian man jailed in Feb-
ruary for burning the Koran 
has been charged with trea-
son by prosecutors who ac-
cuse him of passing video 
footage of military move-
ments to Ukraine, according 
to Reuters.  

Russia's prosecutor gen-
eral's office said that 20-year-
old Nikita Zhuravel was 
accused of sending footage 
of a freight train carrying 
warplanes, and information 
about the movements of a 
car linked to a Russian mili-
tary base to a representative 
of Ukrainian intelligence. It 
said Zhuravel had volun-
teered himself to send the 
Ukrainian intelligence of-
ficer the data.
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