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AP n Berlin 

Bayern Munich won
without playing on

Saturday as Bundesliga rivals
Bayer Leverkusen and
Borussia Dortmund dropped
points to modest opponents.
Dortmund slumped at
Union Berlin to a 2-1 defeat
without injured forward
Karim Adeyemi, who
starred in the team's 7-1 rout
of Celtic in the Champions
League on Tuesday.
Defending champion
Leverkusen squandered an
early two-goal lead over
promoted Holstein Kiel and
drew 2-2. It was only Kiel's
second point in its debut
top-flight season.
Leverkusen played in a
special black jersey with red
trim to commemorate the

club's 120th anniversary,
and for Xabi Alonso it was
also a special occasion - the
Spanish coach took over
exactly two years before.
Leverkusen fans didn't have
to wait long to celebrate after
Victor Boniface opened the
scoring in the fourth minute
and Jonas Hofmann made it

2-0 four minutes after that.
Leverkusen looked set for a
rout.
But the home team failed to
make more of its dominance
- Boniface had another goal
ruled out for offside  and
Kiel secured a lifeline before
the break when Max
Geschwil scored after a

corner. Fiete Arp scored an
unlikely equalizer from the
penalty spot in the 69th.
"I wouldn't say arrogance,
but I'd say there's a bit a
complacency. We need to
stay concentrated, because
we want to be a better team,"
Alonso said. 
"We could win a few games,
and not win a few games, up
and down, but that's not our
goal. 
Today we didn't have the
best competitive mindset."
Dortmund disappoints
Union illustrated early on
against Dortmund why it's
the club with one of the
most ineffective forward
lines in the league. 
The Köpenick-based team
had only four goals from its
opening five games.
Former Union player Nico

Schlotterbeck offered
assistance by conceding a
penalty with a foul on the
lively Benedict Hollerbach,
and Kevin Vogt duly scored
the opener from the spot in
the 25th. The home team
kept pushing and got its due
reward before the break
when Yorbe Vertessen let fly
through a host of players for
2-0.
Early in the second half,
masked Union ultras
displayed an array of
Dortmund scarves and
banners presumably
confiscated from their rivals
before the game. 
They hung the tattered flags
on the railings behind one of
the goals and raised their
fists, goading the Dortmund
fans far away on the other
side.

Underdogs strike as Bayern rivals Leverkusen
and Dortmund drop points in Bundesliga

Gauff rallies to reach
China Open final 
AP n BEIJING

Coco Gauff rallied from a
set down for the third

consecutive match as she beat
Paula Badosa 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 to
reach the China Open final
on Saturday.
The sixth-ranked Gauff will
play Karolina Muchova of the
Czech Republic in Sunday's
final.
Muchova defeated Olympic
gold medalist Zheng Qinwen
6-3, 6-4 in the other
semifinal.
Gauff, who has a 7-1 record
in tour finals, has made a
habit of slow starts in Beijing
this week and the script
played out again as the No.
19-ranked Badosa took a
tight opening set, saving 10
of 11 break points.
The Spaniard then built a 3-1
lead in the second set before
2023 U.S. Open champion
Gauff shifted the momentum
by saving four break points
and then breaking back to
level at 4-4.
Gauff held for 5-4 and broke
Badosa again to force a
deciding set.
"I felt like I was playing the
right way the whole time, just
a couple of unforced errors,
she was playing well too,"
Gauff said on court. 
"I was trying to stay focused.
Mentally, I just tried to reset.
I got down a couple of times,
and I tried to bounce back."
With all the momentum,
Gauff broke Badosa three
more times - for the loss of
one of her own - as she
clinched the match in 2
hours, 20 minutes.
Gauff also lost the first set to
Naomi Osaka in the fourth
round before winning by
walkover and against No.
115-ranked Yuliia
Starodubtseva in the
quarterfinals.
"I've had tough opponents
the whole tournament,"
Gauff said.
Shanghai MastersCarlos
Alcaraz and top-ranked
Jannik Sinner showed no

signs of fatigue from their
China Open final this week
as they advanced in Shanghai
with comfortable straight-set
victories in their opening
matches.
The second-ranked Alcaraz,
who beat the Italian in
Beijing on Wednesday for his
fourth title of the year,
recorded his 10th
consecutive win against 19-
year-old Shang Juncheng of
China 6-2, 6-2.
The Spaniard won the first
nine points of the match and
four of seven break points as
he rushed into a third-round
meeting with another
Chinese player, Wu Yibing.
"I'm not used to playing
against players younger than
me," Alcaraz said. 
"He has been playing good
tennis lately, lifting his first
ATP (title in Chengdu), so
I'm pretty sure he's going to
climb the rankings. 
I'm just happy to to be able to
win these kinds of matches."
Sinner, who is dealing with a
doping case, had a
comfortable 6-1, 6-4 outing
against Taro Daniel of Japan
for his 250th career win.
Sinner, who won the U.S
Open last month for his

second major of the year,
fired 12 aces and 38 winners.
"I felt quite comfortable
today," said Sinner, who next
plays Tomas Martin
Etcheverry of Argentina. 
"I feel in good shape, which is
very important for me. 
I was serving really, really
well, especially in important
moments, and was moving
well."
Third-ranked Alexander
Zverev began with a 6-4, 6-2
win over Italian qualifier
Mattia Bellucci, while fourth-
ranked Novak Djokovic had
a tougher task prevailing 7-6
(3), 7-6 (9) over Alex
Michelsen of the United
States.
No. 65-ranked Jakub Mensik
of the Czech Republic broke
sixth-ranked Andrey Rublev
seven times on his way to an
upset 6-7 (7), 6-4, 6-3
victory.
Yosuke Watanuki also
surprised by beating No. 35-
ranked Brendan Nakashima
7-6 (4), 6-3. The Japanese
qualifier next plays seventh-
ranked Taylor Fritz of the U.
Global Chess League:
Alaskan Knights stay
unbeaten; Ganges break
losing streak

PTI n BENGALURU

Amir Ali has been named
captain, with Rohit as his

deputy, in the 18-member
junior hockey squad for the
Sultan of Johor Cup that will
mark the first assignment for
head coach PR Sreejesh in
Malaysia from October 19.
India will begin their
campaign against Japan on
October 19, followed by
matches against Great
Britain (October 20), hosts
Malaysia (Oct 22), Australia
(Oct 23) and New Zealand
(Oct 25).
The top two teams will make
the final slated for October
26.
Defender Amir Ali and
forward Gurjot Singh were
part of the senior team that
defended their title at the
Asian Champions Trophy in
Moqi, China.
Amir seamlessly filled in for
the injured defender Sanjay
during the tournament,
while Gurjot led the forward
line, showcasing immense
potential.

"The Sultan of Johor Cup is
an important tournament in
our calendar as always. 
The tournament will serve as
a litmus test for the team
ahead of the Men's Junior
Asia Cup Muscat 2024 in
November this year," captain
Ali stated in a Hockey India
release. 
"All the players are excited to
play some intense hockey
matches in Malaysia."
Vice -captain Rohit
expressed enthusiasm at
being coached by Sreejesh,

Global Chess League: Alaskan Knights stay
unbeaten; Ganges break losing streak
PTI n LONDON

PBS Alaskan Knights
continued their unbeaten

run, while Ganges
Grandmasters secured their
first win in a dramatic day
three of the Tech Mahindra
Global Chess League here.
The PBS Alaskan Knights
extended their lead with a
dominant 12-3 win over the
Ganges Grandmasters,
maintaining a perfect record
with four consecutive
victories, earning them 12
match points and 49 game
points.
Defending champions Triveni
Continental Kings played two
matches on Saturday --
winning the first 15-3 against
American Gambits, where
Alireza Firouzja defeated
world number two Hikaru
Nakamura, but narrowly

losing the second to Ganges
Grandmasters.
Triveni remained in second
place with six match points
and 43 game points, just six
behind the leaders.
Alpine Sg Pipers also
impressed, defeating upGrad
Mumba Masters 12-4.
They now sit in third place
with six match points, though
their 27 game points from
three matches leave them
behind Triveni. UpGrad
Mumba Masters, in fourth
place, have only one win from
four matches and 29 game
points after losing to the
Pipers.
Big upset

The final match saw the
surprise of the day with
Ganges Grandmasters, led by
former World Champion
Vishawanathan Anand,

finally breaking their losing
streak with a 10-8 win over
Triveni.
With one win and 24 game
points from four matches,
they now sit in fifth place.
Hikaru Nakamura's
American Gambits are in last
place, with only one match
victory and 16 game points
from three matches, having
been dismantled 15-3 by
Triveni.
Anand's team, desperate for
their first victory after three
crushing defeats, was under
immense pressure.
Already reeling from an
earlier loss in the day, Anand
had to rally his team, using his
authority as a former world
champion to lift their spirits.
But no pep talk could help on
the board, where players had
to prove they could
outmanoeuvre their

opponents.
After the coin toss, Triveni
played with the white pieces,
putting Anand on the back
foot as Black against Alireza
Firouzja.
The young French star
steadily built-up pressure, and
by move 22, had a winning
position.
Despite Anand's best efforts
to resist, he eventually had to
concede defeat, giving the
lead to Triveni.
Firouzja's stellar form
continued, having defeated
three giants -- Carlsen,
Anand, and Nakamura -- over
the past two days.
Meanwhile, Ganges' Arjun
Erigaisi settled for a fourth
consecutive draw, splitting the
point with Wei Yi, a further
sign of his struggling form.
Triveni extended their lead
when Alexandra Kosteniuk

beat Vaishali Rameshbabu.
However, Parham
Maghsoodloo, who had
blundered a winning position
in the previous match,
redeemed himself with a key
victory over Teimour
Radjabov, keeping Ganges in
the fight.

With the junior board ending
in a draw, the fate of the
match rested on Valentina
Gunina and Nurgyul
Salimova.
In a drawn position, Gunina
pushed too hard despite her
team being ahead. She
eventually lost on time,
handing Ganges the crucial
four points they needed to
pull off their first win of the
tournament.
The final score of the match
was 10-8, for Ganges.

England aims to challenge struggling Pakistan in 1st test
AP n MULTAN

England is aiming to
challenge struggling

Pakistan with a new-look
pace attack in the opening test
of a three-match series,
starting in the searing heat of
Multan on Monday.
Fast bowler Brydon Carse will
make his test debut with Gus
Atkinson set to play his first
overseas test after his
impressive home season
against the West Indies and Sri
Lanka.
All-rounder Chris Woakes was
penciled in to the starting XI
after Ben Stokes was ruled out
for the fourth successive test
match due to ongoing
rehabilitation on his injured
hamstring. Woakes will be
playing his first match in two-
and-a-half years and it will be
his first test in Asia since 2016.
Carse's pace gave him the edge
over Olly Stone and Matthew
Potts for the tour of Pakistan
and England hopes the
Durham pace bowler will
challenge the batters by
regularly clocking over

90mph.
England will be led by Ollie
Pope, who guided the team to
a 2-1 home series against Sri
Lanka in the absence of the
injured Stokes. The England
captain sustained his
hamstring injury during the
Hundred and might return to
lead the side in the second test,
also in Multan.
“I was kind of just learning on
the job,” Pope said. “Obviously
my first time captain abroad.
Ben's going to be around as
well… so I can listen to the
voices around me but still keep
doing things in my way.”
England flattened Pakistan 3-0
through its high-risk, high-
reward “Bazball” approach
during the 2022 tour when it
played at Multan, Karachi and
Rawalpindi.
They were scheduled to play at
the same venues this time
around, but renovation work
at the National Bank Stadium
in Karachi for next year's
Champions Trophy forced the
Pakistan Cricket Board to
organize back-to-back tests at
Multan with Rawalpindi set to

host the third test from Oct.
24. England also named
spinners Jack Leach and
Shoaib Bashir in the playing
XI in anticipation of the pitch
flattening out in temperatures
of 40 degrees Celsius that are
expected over the next week in
Multan. Leach was the second
highest wicket-taker in the last
series in Pakistan with 15
wickets.
“Everyone's so happy to have
Leach in and around the squad
for this series,” Pope said. “We
obviously saw how well he
bowled last time here on
pitches that (are) always
offering a great deal ... And
he's worked closely with
Shoaib Bashir throughout his
Somerset career and those
guys go really well.” Pakistan
has strengthened its batting
line-up by including all-
rounder Aamer Jamal for the
first test after being routed 2-0
by Bangladesh at home in the
last series. Shan Masood has
lost all five test matches since
he was elevated to red-ball
captain. 
Masood lost 3-0 to Australia in

his debut series as test skipper
when Jamal took 18 wickets
and came in handy as a batter
down the order. Jamal missed
the series against Bangladesh
because he was undergoing
rehabilitation on a back injury.
“We have got an edge with the
return of Aamer Jamal,”
Masood said. “He also bats
down the order and picked up
18 wickets. We have (leg-
spinner) Abrar and (off-
spinner) Salman to give us
spin options.”
Pakistan has a woeful record
in home test matches and
hasn't won at home since
beating South Africa 2-0 in
early 2021, while losing to
England, Australia and
Bangladesh. New Zealand also
came close, but Pakistan
managed to draw the series 0-
0. Pakistan had its moments to
beat England when both teams
last met at Multan two years
ago. Leg-spinner Abrar
Ahmed made an impressive
debut by grabbing 11 wickets
before Pakistan narrowly lost
by 26 runs when Mark Wood,
missing in this series due to

injury, claimed the key wicket
of Saud Shakeel.
“It was my dream debut and
last time we lost quite close,”
Abrar said on the eve of the
first test. “I hope to give a
match-winning performance
this time around and bring
some happy moments.”
Pakistan's top-order batters
have long been struggling and
premier batter Babar Azam
hasn't scored a half-century in
his last 16 test innings. Opener
Abdullah Shafique also
struggled against Bangladesh
while Masood couldn't
convert starts into big scores
with only one half-century in
four innings.
But Masood insisted Pakistan
needed to give its struggling
batters a longer run as he
searched to win key moments
and find momentum in the
series against aggressive
England.
“We came close to winning last
time, but we let the matches
slip away,” Masood said. “We
know how they play, but at the
end of the day we have to see
how to tackle it.

Amir Ali to lead Indian Jr hockey team in Sreejesh's coaching debut 
saying, "We have an Indian
hockey legend taking charge
of the team, the whole team
is raring to go. PR Sreejesh is
one of the most experienced
players to play for India, and
we look forward to making
him proud in our first
tournament. 
"The mood in the camp has

been excellent and we want
to capitalise on this by
showcasing our potential at
the Sultan of Johor Cup."
Squad:
Goalkeepers: Bikramjit
Singh, Ali Khan
Defenders: Amir Ali (C),
Talem Priyobarta,
Shardanand Tiwari,

Sukhvinder, Anmol Ekka,
Rohit (VC)
Midfielders: Ankit Pal,
Manmeet Singh, Rosan
Kujur, Mukesh Toppo,
Chandan Yadav
Forwards: Gurjot Singh,
Sourabh Anand Kushwaha,
Dilraj Singh, Arshdeep
Singh, Mohd. Konain Dad.


