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Thirukkodikkaval Sri Koteeswarar Temple
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temple iz that of
goddess Thirupurasundari
(WVadivambika) and Lord
Eoteeswarar (Eootikanthar/
Vedaravaneswarar). The
temple iz located at
Thirukkodikkaval, at a
distance of 19 kilometres
from Eumbakonam. It is
one of the 276 Thevara
Padal Petra Shiva Sthalams
on the north bank of river
Cauvery in Chola Nadu
(Vadakarai). Lord Shiva
here iz swyambu murthi
(zelf manifested). Praizes
of the temple have been
sung by the Saivite saints
Appar and Sambandar.

Temple

This temple is considered
significant for its three
important attributes:
Moorthy, Sthalam, and
Theerthamy—sglory of the
Lord, zacrednes: of the
land, and the anspicious
temple tank.

Thiz iz one of the
five sthalams whose
name end: with “Ea”
(“Ka” means “a beantiful
garden™ in Tamil).
They are: Thiruvanikka,
Thirukkodikka,
Thirukkolakka, Thiru
Nellikka, and Thiru
Eurakluklka It is believed
that the temple was once
surrounded by beautifl
garden:. Hence, thiz place
gets the name “Hotikka™
and the lord iz praised as
“5n Eoteezwarar.

Kottika iz the place
where the curse on three
crore Mantra Devathas
were removed and hence
the place came to be
called as Trikotikaa
Trikoti= three crore)
which might have become
Thimkkodikkaval over a
period of time.

History

The earliest inzcriptions
of the temple date from
750 AD and belong to the
reign of the Pallava King
Nandivarman. The exizting
strueture i beliaved to
have been constructed
by Sembivan Mahadevi,
the mother of Uttama
Chola m 979 AD. Queen
Semnbivan Aahadewi was
the wife of Chola King,
Gandaratithvan. She was
one of the most powerful
empresses of the Chola
Empire, vyet pious and
devoted her time in divine
pursuitz. She was in
power for over sixmty
vears and constructed
many temples and zave
genercus sifts to temples.

Chembian Mahadevi
converted the brick edifice
of thiz temple into a
stone one. However, the
floorng originally done
in brick iz retained tll
date! The construction is
such that the entire rain
water collected in the
temple iz neatly directed
towards the temple tank!
She also collected all the
Pallava period inscriptions
from different partz of
the temple and arransed
them on the wall: of
the temple. This is the
only Chola Nadu temple
having Pallava period
inscriptions which gives
lot of details about the
temple, grants given,
and activities performed
ete! Thiz temple also
received patronage from
subsequent Chola, Pandya
and Tanjavur Nayak kngs.

The temple haz 50 stone
inscriptions. According to
the inzcriptions the temple
waz built about 1300 yvears
ago. These inseriptions
relate to various kincdoms
like Pallavas, Pandyas and
Cholas.

Architecture

The temple iz around
1,800 yearz old. The temple
faces east and features a
5 —tier Rajagopuram.
Nandivarman built
the original sanctum
sanetorum out of brick

in the eighth century
The Vimanam over the
sanctum is Dravidian
style. The outzide
floor is raized and the
adhizthana 15 concealed.
The upana depicts

WVedipathra with dancing
damsels, Eudakoothu,
Ramavana and Shiva
Purana in zculptures.
The Balipeedam,
Dwajasthambam and

MNandi are located in
Munmandapam.
The sanctum

sanctorum  includes the

Lord Shiva

sanctum, antarala and
arthamandapam. The
arthamandapam waz built
during the Maratha rule.
The sanmctum outside is
like a moat or agazhi.

The temple iz famous
for brilliant. exguisite and
elaborate seulprural works
which take the shape of
murthiz in the shrine: and
walls. The wall depictions
mmelude Shiva's 64 leelas.
The outside wall of the
main temple iz decorated
with astonishing seulptures
containing statues of
Kamadenu., Karpaka
Virukcham. and Lord
Erishma Other sculptures
reprezent battlefields with
horzez and elephants
etc. Lord Saneeswar is
referred to az Bala Sami
here. He has Shiva lingam
on his head and Garudan
for hiz mide.

Legends

According to a myth
it iz said that all the 3
crore devas and sages,
have wisited the temgple,
worshipped the lord. and
obtained zalvation {Sayujva
Mukthi) here. The Lord
granted them darshan and
emphazized the sacredness
of the Theerthams. The
Lord told them that this
kshemam iz also known
az “Bhavagam” The Lord
said that this HKshetram is
equal to hiz body

The tank “Sirugothbhava
Theertham™ was created
by Nandi using his
horns. The Lord said
that once Mount Kailash
and Thirukkodikkaval
were placed on balance
the latter weighed more,
thereby proving the
significance and greamess
of thiz temple.

Sage Agasthyar

Another legend is that
the Arzhwars (Vaishnava
adiyarkals) were aszked
by Lord Venkatachalapathi
of Thirupathi to worship
Goddess Thinpurasundari
here before offering
worship at Thirupathi.
They could not reach
thiz place as the Eavern
wazs heavily flooded at
that time. Sage Agasthyar
appeared before them
and advized them to pray
to Lord “Karaivetrum
Vinayakar” to help them
cross the river

Yama worships Shiva

It iz believed that Lord
Yama worshipped Lord
Shiva here. Lord Shiva
instructed Lord Yama
that he zhould not punizh
any devotee who visits
thiz temple. People in
thiz willage do not fear
the Lord of death It is
believed that 1008 devas
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are surrounding Lord
Shiva here.

There iz no cremation
ground (Rudra Bhoomi) in
thiz village. The villagers
use the gcround on the
other side of the river

bank.
Saint Haradhathar
Another legend

azgociated with this
place iz that of Saint
Haradhathar, Haradhathar
was bom mmto a Vaichnav
family in Kanchanur,
a nearby willage. He
later became an ardent
Lord Shiva devotee. He
uged to visit seven Shiva
temples (Thiruvalankadu,
Thiruvavaduthurai,
Aduthurai

Thirumangalakkudi,
Thirumanthurai,
Thirukkodikka. and
Kanchanur) ewvery day
before taking his dinner.

One day, when he left
thiz temple. there was
heavy rain, and in the

darkmez:, he was unable
to find the way back to
hiz wvillage. It iz believed
that Lord Shiva came in
the guize of a villager and
took him to Kanchanur
Haradhathar offered the
prazad. which he sot from
Eanchanur temple, to that
villager. When he wvisited
this temple the next daw
he waz surprized to see
that the food he had
given to the villager the
previous night was placed
in front of the lord.
Haradhathar realized that
the villager who helped
him wa:z none other than
Lord Shiva himself

Sage Dhurvasar

A per the
Sthalapuranam. Sages
Dhurvazar and Agasthivar
vigited thiz place and
performed penance. It iz
alzo believed that Rama,
Balaramar, Weerabhadrar,
and Kaali have worshiped
the Lord here to seek
absolution for their sins.
Algo., Saint EKaraikkal
Ammaivar is believed to
have worzhiped the Lord
here.

Sage Apgasthiar is
believed to have installed
3 Vinayakar here made out
of sand and worshipped
the same. Hiz Vinavala iz
kmown as “5ri Karaivetmum
Vinayagar” meaning that
he would help those who

rere facing diffienlties.

Lord Suryan

It is believed that Lord
Suryan (Sun) worships
Lord Shiva of thiz temple
by directing hiz rayz on
the linsam for three davs
19th to 21st) in the
Tamil month of Aadi
(Tuly—August).

It iz believed that (uesn
Sembiyvan Mahadevi,
wife of Chola King
Gandaradithyan, offered
gold egual to her weight
“Dhulabara Nerthi”) to
the lord of thiz temple.
She ctarted the practice of
making offerings equal to
one’'s weight.

Earaikkal Ammaiyar
came to thiz temple and
offered pravers. The
goddess iz believed to
have granted her darzhan
in the form of Lord
Venkatachalapathi.

Deities

Apart from the shrines
of Lord Shiva and Goddess
Parvathi, the temple has
shrines and idol: of
EKaraivetrum Vinavalkar,
Murugan, Natarajar,
Gajalakshmi, Kalabairavar,
Suryan, Chandran,
Malvar, Sage Agasthivar,
Sage Dhurvaszar and
Chandikeswarar.

The corridors have
Shivalingams in the
names of the four wvedas
(Rig., TYajur. Sama and
Atharvana) and three
Shiva lingam: that were

worshiped by the mulkdeodi
Devas.

Lord Sanesgwarar and
Lord Yama are facing
each other. Similarly,
Chitragupta and Sage
Dhurvasar are placed
opposite to each other

elf-manifested idol of

Sankranthi and Shivrathri
arecelebrated Pradosham
iz alzo observed regularly

Benefits

Taking a dip in the
Cauvery River and
the theertham before
worshiping the lord and

The idol of Saneeswarar's  goddess here in the
wife Jaestadevi along with  Tamil month of Karthigai
their son Manthi and (NowDed iz considered
daughter Mantha ecan auspicions. It is believed
be seen in a carving  that by doing o one
made out of a single would be absolved of all
stone. In the “koshtam™  thair sins.

(place surrounding the Worshiping the lord
sanctum $aNctOTUM).  here on a Pradosham day
idole of Narthana goyid yield the came
Vinayakar, Natarajar. pepefir of conducting
Karaikkal Ammaivar. . orand “Ashvametha
Dakshinamurthy, _...5% gioe both Yama
Lingothbavar, Brahma, .3 i

2 2 *  and Chitraz be
Asthabuja Durgai, -

worshiped together here,
devotees believe that by
worshiping them they
would be relieved of

Pitchadanar and Agasthiyar
can be zeen

Lord Brahma's idol is
in two places — one in

Eochtam and the other d:amﬂ?? Bhayam™ (fear of
in a separate smaller B ].'-E
shrine. The stone idol .

It 1z learnt that the

of Lord XNatarajar with

Goddess Sivaksmi iz very village doe: not have

cremation or burial

bel‘?"];u.;ézjs- Apart from ground, az it iz believed
regular poojas, special ;ﬂ:;‘mi'ﬂ;i i:‘fﬂmlze‘;ﬂdﬂ

poojas are conducted on
Vinayagar Chathurthi in
the month of Avani ( Aug
— Sep ), Navarathri in the
month Purattasi { Sep —
Oct ), Skanda Sashti and
annabhishekam in the
month Aippasi { Oet —
MNov ), Thirukarthigai in
the month Karthigai | Now
— Dec ). Thimvathirai in
the month Margzazhi { Dec-
Jan ). Makara zankranti in
the month Thai ¢ Jan —

ground. If anyome passes
away, the body iz taken
to a nearby village to
cremate or bury
Sthala Vruksham
Sthala Vruksham is
Bamboo. Bamboo is
Emown as Vedra and as
thiz place was onece full of
Bamboo tress, the place
was called Vedravanam.
Hence the Lord was
called Vedravaneswarar.

Feb . Mahashivarathri in  The sacred theertham

the month Masi { Feb of this temple are

— March ) and om all Simmgothbhava theertham,

pradoshams.. Kaveri and Mukkodi
Festivals theertham

Vinayakar Chaturthi,
Navarathri Skanda Shashti,
Thiru Karthikai. Makara

Temple's timings 7
amto 1200 noon; 4:30
to 8:30 p.am.
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