
TEL AVIV 

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu is having his prostate re-
moved on Sunday, his office said, a pro-
cedure that comes as he manages multi-
ple crises at once, including the ongoing 
war in Gaza and his own trial for alleged 
corruption. Netanyahu’s office said that 
Justice Minister Yariv Levin, a close 
Netanyahu ally, would serve as acting 
prime minister during the procedure.

With so much at stake in the turbulent 
region, Netanyahu’s health in wartime 
is a concern for both Israelis and the 
wider world.

According to Netanyahu’s office, the 
Israeli leader was diagnosed with a uri-
nary tract infection on Wednesday stem-
ming from a benign enlargement of  his 

prostate. The infection was treated suc-
cessfully with antibiotics but a proce-
dure on Sunday will remove his 
prostate. 

Complications from prostate enlarge-
ment are common in men in their 70s 
and 80s, Shay Golan, head of  the oncol-
ogy urology service at Israel’s Rabin 
Medical Center, told Israeli Army Radio. 
Golan spoke in general terms about the 
procedure and was not involved in 
Netanyahu’s care or treatment.

He said that an enlarged prostate can 
block proper emptying of  the bladder, 
leading to a build-up of  urine that can 
then lead to an infection or other com-
plications. After medicinal treatment, 
doctors can recommend a procedure to 
remove the prostate to prevent future 
blockages, Golan said.   AP
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injured in Florida when a train hit a truck that 
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WASHINGTON

DONALD Trump weighed in 
on Saturday in a bitter debate 
dividing his traditional sup-
porters and tech barons such 
as Elon Musk, saying that he 
backs a special visa programme 
that helps highly skilled work-
ers enter the country.

“I’ve always liked the (H1-B) 
visas, I have always been in fa-
vour of  the visas, that’s why we 
have them” at Trump-owned 
facilities, the president-elect 
told the New York Post in his 
first public comments on the 
matter since it flared up this 
week. An angry back-and-forth, 
largely between Silicon Val-
ley’s Musk and traditional anti-
immigration Trump backers, 
has erupted in fiery fashion, 

with Musk even vowing to “go 
to war” over the issue.

Trump’s insistent calls for 
sharp curbs on immigration 
were central to his election vic-
tory in November over Presi-
dent Joe Biden. Trump has 
vowed to deport all undocu-
mented immigrants and limit 
legal immigration.

But tech entrepreneurs such 
as Musk – as well as Vivek Ra-
maswamy, who is set to join 
Musk in co-chairing a govern-
ment cost-cutting panel – say 
the United States produces too 
few highly skilled graduates, 
and they fervently champion 
the H1-B programme.  

Musk, who migrated from 
South Africa on an H1-B, posted 
on Thursday on his X platform 
that luring elite engineering 

talent from abroad was “essen-
tial for America to keep 
winning.”Adding acrimony to 
the debate was a post from Ra-
maswamy, the son of  immi-
grants from India, who de-
plored an “American culture” 
that he said venerates medioc-
rity, adding that the United 
States risks having “our asses 
handed to us by China.” 

That angered several promi-
nent conservatives who were 

backing Trump long before 
Musk noisily joined their cause 
this year, going on to pump 
more than $250 million into the 
Republican’s campaign. “Look-
ing forward to the inevitable 
divorce between President 
Trump and Big Tech,” said 
Laura Loomer, a far-right 
MAGA figure known for her 
conspiracy theories, who often 
flew with Trump on his cam-
paign plane.

“We have to protect President 
Trump from the technocrats.” 

She and others said Trump 
should be promoting American 
workers and further limiting 
immigration. Musk warned of  
a “MAGA civil war” over the 
visas, which he said were criti-
cal “for those who want Amer-
ica to win.”   AFP

BAKU

AZERBAIJANI President Il-
ham Aliyev accused Russia on 
Sunday of  firing at an Azerbai-
jan Airlines passenger jet be-
fore it crashed and of  initially 
trying to cover up the cause of  
the fatal disaster, demanding 
that Moscow admit guilt.

Aliyev made the accusation 
in an interview to state media 
at Baku airport four days after 
the AZAL plane crashed in Ka-
zakhstan, killing 38 people of  
the 67 people on board.

Azerbaijani officials have 
suggested the aircraft was hit 
by a Russian air-defence sys-
tem as it tried to land in Gro-
zny, capital of  the Russian re-
public of  Chechnya. 

Aliyev’s unusually forth-
right accusation of  his coun-
try’s traditional ally came a 
day after he spoke by phone to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. A Kremlin statement on 
the phone call gave no indica-
tion that Putin had claimed re-
sponsibility for the crash.  

“The facts are that the Az-
erbaijani civilian plane was 

damaged from the outside over 
Russian territory, near the city 
of  Grozny, and almost lost con-
trol,” Aliyev told state televi-
sion. “We also know that elec-
tronic warfare systems put our 
plane out of  control... At the 
same time, as a result of  fire 
from the ground, the tail of  the 
plane was also severely dam-
aged,” he said. 

Aliyev said that while “of  
course, our plane was hit by ac-
cident”, Baku was angry that 

Moscow had apparently tried 
to hide the cause of  the crash 
and demanded its ally admit 
what happened. 

He said it was “regrettable 
and surprising” that Moscow 
“put forward theories” that, he 
said, “clearly showed he Rus-
sian side wanted to cover up 
the issue”. 

“For the first three days, we 
heard nothing from Russia ex-
cept some absurd theories,” he 
said.  AFP
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PUBLIC NOTICE

CLASSIFIED
CHANGE OF NAME

CHANGE OF NAME
I, Smt GOVINDAMMA 

AYANMANDHIDI,
Mother of 4374525W Hav  

Late I Raghupathi, Resident of 
No. 4/194, Bajanai Kovil Street, 
V.C.R.Kandigai Village, Sirugumi 
Post, Tiruttani Taluk. Tiruvallur 

District, Tamil Nadu have changed 
my name from GOVINDAMAL to 
GOVINDAMMA AYANMANDHIDI  

vide affidavit dated 26.12.2024 
before S. Lakshmanan B.A.B.L, 
Advocate & Notaray, Tiruttani
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