
Delhi L-G orders probe into 
Kejriwal’s poaching claims

HIGH DRAMA| Anti-Corruption Branch (ACB) serves notice to 
AAP chief over claims of BJP poaching AAP candidates 

Gaurav Vivek 
Bhatnagar 
NEW DELHI 

Just a day before Delhi As-
sembly results are to be an-
nounced, the political 
temperature again rose in 
the Capital on Friday as Lieu-
tenant Governor V.K. Saxena, 
following on the demand 
from a BJP leader, directed a 
probe by the Anti Cor-
ruption Bureau against three 
Aam Aadmi Party leaders, 
including former CM and na-
tional convener Arvind Kejri-
wal, for alleging that the 
saffron party had offered Rs 
15 crore each to 16 of their 
MLA candidates. 

It was on Thursday that 
Kejriwal had alleged that BJP 
was trying to poach his party 
candidates ahead and that 
they had all received calls to 
the effect. “In the last two 
hours, 16 of our candidates 
have received calls that if 
they leave AAP and join their 
party, they will make them 
ministers and will give Rs. 15 
crores each,” he had said in a 

post on “X”. 
Kejriwal had also won-

dered why BJP was making 
these calls when various exit 
polls were predicting its win 
in the elections. “These fake 
surveys have been conducted 
with the sole purpose of 
pressuring some candidates. 
But not even one of our men 
will bend,” he had said. 

Subsequently, Delhi min-
ister Mukesh Ahlawat, who is 
also the AAP candidate from 
Sultanpur Majra, had ac-
knowledged having received 
a call in which he was offered 

Rs 15 crore to leave AAP and 
join the other party. 

Reacting to the devel-
opments, AAP leader and 
Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay Singh 
had said, “this shows that BJP 
has accepted its defeat even 
before the results”. 

In view of the allegations, 
BJP general secretary Vishnu 
Mittal wrote a letter to the L-
G demanding the registra-
tion of a First Information 
Report and a probe by the 
ACB or any other agency into 
the allegations levelled by the 
AAP leaders. 

Punjab cops form 
SIT to probe illegal 
human trafficking 
Rajesh Moudgil 
CHANDIGARH 

Punjab police on Friday con-
stituted a four-member fact-
finding committee/special 
investigation team (SIT) to 
combat and investigate the il-
legal human trafficking and il-
legal migration arising from 
the deportation of Indian 
citizens domiciled in Punjab 
from the United States of 
America (USA). 

For record, The US military 
aircraft carrying 104 illegal 
immigrants which landed at 
Sri Guru Ram Das Jee Inter-
national airport in Amritsar 
Wednesday, included 30 of 
them from Punjab, 33 each 
from Haryana and Gujarat, 3 
each from UP and Maharash-
tra and 2 from Chandigarh. 

4 agents booked  
Meanwhile, the Haryana 

police has registered three 
cases at different police sta-
tions in Karnal district against 
four agents of the district on 
the complaints lodged by the 
family members of three 
youths who were among those 
deported from the US on 
Wednesday. Likewise, Punjab 
police also booked a travel 
agent after the family of a de-
portee lodged a complaint 
against a travel agent of Am-
ritsar. 

Foreign jails now have 
10,152 Indian prisoners 

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

As per the information avail-
able with the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs, the number of 
Indian prisoners, including 
undertrials, in foreign jails at 
present is 10,152, the govern-
ment informed Parliament on 
Friday. 

Minister of State for External 
Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh in a 
written response to a query in 
the Lok Sabha shared country-
wise data on such prisoners. 

The data shared under the 
head 'total number of Indians 
under trail and convicted in 
foreign jails at present' included 
for 86 countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the UAE, 
Qatar, Nepal, Pakistan, the US, 
Sri Lanka, Spain, Russia, Israel, 
China, Bangladesh and Ar-
gentina. 

While 2,633 Indian prisoners 
are in jails in Saudi Arabia and 
2,518 such prisoners are in jails 
in the UAE, as per the data 
shared in his response. 

Also, 1,317 Indian prisoners 
are in jails in Nepal, while the 
corresponding numbers in 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka stand at 

266 and 98 respectively, accord-
ing to the data. 

"As per the information 
available with the Ministry, the 
number of Indian prisoners, in-
cluding undertrials, in foreign 
prisons at present is 10,152," 
Singh said. 

The government was asked 
whether it has come to its no-
tice that a large number of In-
dians, especially people from 
Kerala, are boarded in jails in 
Qatar after the FIFA World 
Cup. 

"As per the information 
available with the Ministry, the 
number of Indian prisoners, in-
cluding undertrials, in Qatari 
jails is 611. However, due to 
strong privacy laws, Govern-
ment of Qatar does not share 
information on prisoners un-
less the person concerned con-
sents to the disclosure of such 
information. Therefore, state-
wise data of Indian prisoners is 
not available," Singh said. 

Raj Cabinet minister accuses 
his government of snooping  
Manish Godha 
JAIPUR  

Cabinet Minister of Rajas-
than's Bhajan Lal govern-
ment Dr Kirori Lal Meena 
has accused his government 
of snooping him and tapping 
his phone.  

In a social gathering in a 
village near Jaipur, Meena 
said, "CID is being deployed 
for me at every nook and 
corner, my telephone is 
being tapped as well.” 

The issue was taken over 
by the opposition Congress, 
who raised the issue in the 
legislative assembly and 
demanded the resignation 
of the CM Bhajan Lal 
Sharma.  

Meena accused the gov-
ernment of failing to act on 

corruption issues he had 
raised earlier. He cited the 
arrest of 50 fake police of-
ficers and claimed that when 
he suggested the cancellation 
of Sub Inspector recruitment 
exams due to irregularities, 
the government ignored his 
request. “I had raised some 
cases of corruption. 50 fake 
police inspectors recruited in 
Sub Inspector recruitment 
held during the previous 
Congress government were 
arrested.  When I said that 
this examination should be 
cancelled, the current gov-
ernment did not heed my ad-
vice and instead, similar 
actions are being taken as in 
the previous regime. Gehlot 
also tapped my phone and 
snooped me, but I do not 
bow down and break as I 

don't hesitate to tell the truth. 
“Expressing his disappoint-
ment, Meena said "I hoped 
that when the regime 
changes, the corrupt will be 
reined in, and they will be 
punished, but I am dis-
appointed. 

This serious phone tap-
ping allegation has made the 
opposition more aggressive 
in the assembly. 

There was a huge uproar 
in the assembly over the alle-
gations of phone tapping of 
Minister Kirodi Lal Meena. 
As soon as the assembly pro-
ceedings started on Friday, 
Leader of Opposition Tika-
ram Julie raised the issue and 
said that the phone of a cabi-
net minister is being tapped 
he is making allegations 
against the Chief Minister. 

Ram Janambhumi 
Nirman trustee 
breaths his last 
 Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA  

Ram Janambhumi Nirman 
trustee and former Bihar 
MLC Kameshwar Chaupal 
passed away at Ganga Ram 
Hospital in New Delhi late on 
Thursday after a prolonged 
illness. He was 68. 

Chaupal’s body was 
brought to his residence in 
the state capital by a special 
plane around 2.30 pm on Fri-
day.  

A Dalit from Bihar's Supaul 
district, has been credited 
with laying the first brick of 
Ram Temple at Ayodhya in 
1989.  

He was then joint secretary 
of Vishwa Hindu Parishad, 
which spearheaded the con-
struction of Ram Temple at 
Ayodhya. 

Govt informs 
Parliament

Cong to lodge 
complaint with 
SEC against 
Raman Singh 
Dheeraj Kumar  
RAIPUR 

State Congress President 
Deepak Baij on Friday said 
the party would lodge a com-
plaint with the State Election 
Commission (SEC) against 
Assembly Speaker Raman 
Singh for alleged violation of 
constitutional propriety. 

Baij told newspersons in 
Rajnandgaon that Raman 
Singh had allegedly breached 
the sanctity of his constitu-
tional position.  A legal del-

egation of the party would 
lodge a formal complaint 
with the SEC on the matter 
on Saturday, he added. 

Responding to the allega-
tions, the Speaker said that 
he had read the Constitution 
thoroughly. “While Congress 
members seem to carry the 
Constitution like a prisoner, 
he reads it. He (Baij) needs 
not worry about the Consti-
tution," he added. 

Baij also criticised Chief 
Minister Vishnu Deo Sai's on-
going road show. He claimed 
that CM should call his road-
show a "flop show", alleging 
Sai being "remote-con-
trolled" and that his political 
campaign would make no 
significant impact. 

Elephant runs 
amok, kills 
mahout  
PTI 
PALAKKAD (KERALA) 

A mahout was killed, and 
another person sustained 
injuries after an elephant 
ran amok during a 'nercha' 
ceremony at a mosque in 
Koottanadu in this north Ke-
rala district, police said on 
Friday. 

 'Nercha' ceremony is held 
annually to commemorate the 
saints laid to rest at the Koot-
tanadu Shuhada Makham 
(mosque), according to the 
local residents. 

The elephant, named Val-
lamkulam Narayanan Kutty, 
attacked the mahout ident-
ified as Kunjumon Ibrahim, 
42, a native of Kottayam. 

ACB barred entry 
to Kejriwal's home 
 
New Delhi: Tensions ran 
high outside Arvind 
Kejriwal's residence on 
Friday as an Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau (ACB) 
team, arriving to ques-
tion the AAP chief over 
bribery allegations 
against the BJP, was de-
nied entry. The incident 
unfolded just a day be-
fore the Delhi election 
results, following Lt Gov-
ernor VK Saxena’s direc-
tive for the ACB to 
investigate AAP’s "Oper-
ation Lotus" accusations 
against the BJP. 
 AAP MP Sanjay Singh on 
Thursday alleged that 
the BJP had offered Rs 15 
crore each to seven of 
the party’s candidates to 
defect.  
While refraining from 
naming them, Singh 
claimed that these can-
didates received calls 
from BJP leaders a day 
after polls. 

Security personnel, lawyers and other officials are seen 
outside the residence of Arvind Kejriwal after an ACB 
team reached his residence in New Delhi on Friday
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Sai is scheduled to 
hold a roadshow in 
the state capital in 
support of BJP 
Mayoral candidate 
Minal Choubey on 
Saturday


