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RAJKOT, Apr 26 (PTI)

UNION Minister for Railways
Ashwini Vaishnaw on Friday
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is working 24X7
to make India a developed
nation by 2047 and the people
of the country are lucky to have
such a hardworking and vision-
ary leadership.

Addressing a gathering in
Rajkot city of Gujarat, Vaishnaw
accused Congress of wasting
five decades, between 1950 and
1990 and during the ten years
of UPA rule from 2004 to 2014.

He said the country was
brimming with enthusiasm
when it gained independence
in 1947.  “But unfortunately,

after 1947, the Governments
that came during the first four
decades finished India’s core
strengths and entrepreneurial
spirit. The four decades
between 1950 and 1990 were
our lost decades,” said
Vaishnaw at an event organised
by the Rajkot Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.

“Young entrepreneurs today
won’t believe that during those
days you had to contact a
Congress leader in Delhi if you
wanted to change the design
of your car steering or increase
production in your factory.
Such an ugly situation was
prevalent under Congress rule
back then,” he said.

Vaishnaw, who also handles

the Communications,
Electronics and Information
Technology portfolios, said
though former PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee took steps to improve
the situation, everything came
to nought under the Congress
rule between 2004 and 2014.

Today, India is the fifth largest
economy in the world and may
become fourth in the near
future, he said. 

“In 2004, our rank was 11th
in the world. Between 2004 and
2014, everyone expected that
we would go up some rank.
But, when Modiji assumed
office in 2014, it was on 11th
rank only, with no change in
the last decade. So we lost those
ten years,” he said.

NEW DELHI, Apr 26 (PTI) 

UNION Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal on Friday wel-
comed the Supreme Court’s
decision on the use of elec-
tronic voting machines in polls
and said it has exposed
Opposition parties, including
the Congress, that had left no
opportunity to “defame” the
Election Commission.

The court has rejected pleas
seeking complete cross-verifi-
cation of votes cast using EVMs
with a Voter Verifiable Paper
Audit Trail (VVPAT) and said
“blindly distrusting” any aspect
of the system can breed unwar-
ranted scepticism.

“The Supreme Court in its
decision said that the EVM
(electronic voting machine)
system is all right, its credible
and there cannot be any tam-
pering with it. The Supreme
Court has given a fabulous deci-
sion. We welcome this decision
on behalf of the BJP,” Meghwal
told a press conference at the
BJP headquarters here.

The decision has exposed
the Congress and other con-
stituents of the opposition
I.N.D.I.A. bloc, the senior BJP
leader said and added that they
had left no opportunity to
“defame” the Election
Commission by raising ques-
tions on the credibility of EVMs.

MUMBAI, Apr 26 (PTI)

A MUMBAI court on Friday
remanded to police custody till
April 30 two men arrested from
Punjab in connection with the
firing outside Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan’s residence
in Bandra.

Subhash Chander (37) and
Anuj Thapan (32) were pro-
duced before a magistrate’s
court. The crime branch on
Thursday arrested the duo, who
had allegedly provided
weapons and cartridges to the
shooters, from Punjab.

The police informed the
court that the accused were
key persons in the crime and
were arrested based on tech-

nical evidence.
They need to be interrogat-

ed to find out who supplied
them with weapons and asked
them to give the same to the
two shooters arrested earlier,
police said.

The police have alleged that
Chander and Thapan had come
to Panvel (in Raigad district
near Mumbai) on March 15 to
hand over two country-made
pistols and 38 live rounds to
the shooters Sagar Pal and Vicky
Gupta. 

The court on Thursday
remanded Pal (21) and Gupta
(24) to police custody till April
29.

Besides these four accused,
the police have declared jailed

gangster Lawrence Bishnoi and
his younger brother Anmol
Bishnoi as wanted accused in
the case.

Appearing for the accused,
advocate Ajay Dubey submit-
ted that Chander and Thapan
had not provided weapons to
the other accused or visited
Panvel, and they had no con-
nection to the Bishnoi gang.

All charges against them are
baseless, and they were false-
ly implicated in the case, he
said.

Gupta and Pal allegedly fired
outside 58-year-old Khan’s
house at the Galaxy Apartment
in Bandra in the early hours of
April 14 before fleeing the spot
on a motorbike.

JAMMU, Apr 26 (PTI)

THE people of the country,
especially those in Jammu and
Kashmir, tasted “real democ-
racy” under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Union Minister Jitendra Singh
said on Friday.

On a day when voting is
underway in 88 constituencies
spread across 13 States and
Union Territories in the sec-
ond phase of the Lok Sabha
elections, Singh said the BJP will
register a “landslide” victory
and form a “stable and strong”
Government for the third con-
secutive term.

“After Modi took over in 2014,
the people got a feel of real
democracy, especially in

Jammu and Kashmir where the
grassroots level democracy was
strengthened with the holding
of panchayat and urban local
bodies elections and imple-
mentation of the 72nd and 73rd
constitutional amendments
after the Congress deprived the
people of these benefits,” Singh
told reporters here after cast-
ing his vote in Jammu Lok
Sabha constituency.

The minister and his wife
and children cast their ballots
at a polling station in Trikuta
Nagar.

“There is enthusiasm among
the voters, especially the first-
timers. The country has wit-
nessed revolutionary transfor-
mation in the past 10 years
under the leadership of Modi.

AGARTALA, Apr 26 (PTI) 

MORE than 600 voters of a remote
tribal village in Dhalai district, part of
Tripura East Lok Sabha constituency,
abstained from voting on Friday due
to the unrepaired condition of a 7-
km village road, an election official
said.

The villagers, numbering around
900, have been persistently demand-
ing repairs for months, emphasising
the road’s critical importance to their

community, the official added.
“As per schedule, the polling team

reached Sadai Mohan Para polling
station under Raima Valley Assembly
constituency in Tripura East Lok Sabha
seat,” the Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) of Gandacherra (Raima Valley),
Arindam Das, told PTI over the phone.

The villagers are standing outside
the polling booth but not entering it
to cast their votes as they are protest-
ing against government apathy, the
official said.

NEW DELHI, Apr 26 (PTI) 

THE MCD House session wit-
nessed an uproar over the post-
ponement of the mayoral elec-
tions that were slated to be held
on Friday, with both AAP and
BJP councillors raising slogans
against each other before the
proceedings of the House
began.

Polls to elect the mayor and
deputy mayor were postponed
late Thursday night due to the
non-appointment of the pre-
siding officer of the elections.

BJP councillors surrounded
the mayor’s seat and raised slo-

gans demanding the presence
of Mayor Shelly Oberoi who
was running late for the meet-
ing.

AAP councillors initially
raised slogans against the BJP
near the Ambedkar statue at the
corporation headquarters.
Later, they reached the House
and continued raising slogans
against the opposition party
calling them “Dalit Virodhi BJP”.

The AAP has called the BJP
“anti-Dalit”, saying it was try-
ing to ensure that a candidate
from the reserved category
does not become the mayor of
Delhi.

SRINAGAR/JAMMU, Apr 26 (PTI)

NC leader Omar Abdullah and PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti on Friday
asked the Election Commission not
to postpone polls in the Anantnag-
Rajouri Lok Sabha seat.
The former Chief Ministers made the
appeal after the EC sought a report
from Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo and
the Chief Electoral Officer on repre-
sentations submitted by some parties
and three candidates seeking resched-
uling of elections in the constituency
due to adverse weather conditions.

“I appeal to the EC that such a step
should not be taken.The demand for
postponement is not from all parties.
The weird thing is that some of the
people who have written to the EC are
not contesting. If I write to the EC
about constituencies in Tamil Nadu
etc. Will they take notice,” he told a
press conference in Srinagar.

Abdullah said “all options are open”,
including legal recourse, for his par-

ty if the Election Commission decides
to postpone the polls.

“All options are open to us. First and
foremost, we appeal to the Election
Commission not to do it (postpone
the elections). The Election
Commission should issue a directive
to the local administration to keep the
road open,” he said.

Abdullah, who was accompanied
by National Conference candidate for
the Anantnag-Rajouri Lok Sabha seat
Mian Altaf Ahmad, said the EC should
not pay heed to the letter written by
some parties and individuals, includ-
ing the BJP for postponement of the
elections under the garb of closure of
the Mughal Road, the fair weather
road which connects south Kashmir
to Poonch-Rajouri region on other
side of the Pir Panjal mountain range.

Abdullah said he failed to under-
stand why anyone would seek post-
ponement of an election based on
presumption that the road will be
closed due to inclement weather.

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with the Second Lady Sudesh Dhankhar visits  Sri Venkateswara
Swamy Temple at Tirumala, in Tirupati district. (PTI)
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“While maintaining a bal-
anced perspective is crucial
in evaluating systems or insti-
tutions, blindly distrusting
any aspect of the system can
breed unwarranted scepti-
cism...,” Justice Datta said. 

The bench also asked the
EC to examine the EVM for
vote counting the paper slips
and whether along with the
symbol there can be a bar
code for each party.

Besides seeking to return
to the ballot paper system,
the three petitions before it
had prayed that VVPAT slips
should be given to the voter
to verify and put in the bal-
lot box for counting and there
should be 100 per cent count-
ing of VVPAT slips, the bench
said.  “We have rejected all
of them,” Justice Khanna
said. Hearing the matter on
April 24, the bench had said
it cannot “control the elec-
tions” or issue directions sim-
ply because doubts have
been raised about the efficacy
of EVM.

The petitions had claimed
the polling devices can be
tinkered with to manipulate

the results. 
NGO Association for

Democratic Reforms, one of
the petitioners, had sought
reversal of the poll panel’s
2017 decision to replace the
transparent glass on VVPAT
machines with an opaque
glass through which a voter
can see the slip only when
the light is on for seven sec-
onds.

The petitioners have also
sought the court’s direction
to revert to the old system of
ballot papers.

Justice Dipankar Datta in
his statement said that there
seems to be a concerted effort
to discredit, diminish and
weaken India’s progress on
every possible frontier and
any such attempt has to be
“nipped in the bud”.

Writing his views in a sep-
arate verdict while concur-
ring with the opinion of
Justice Sanjiv Khanna, who
was heading the bench,
Justice Datta said question of
reverting to “paper ballot sys-
tem”, on facts and in the cir-
cumstances, does not and
cannot arise.

SC ‘no’ to 100% verification...

the Opposition with trying
to “steal” reservations meant
for OBCs, SCs and STs “for
the sake of their favourite
vote bank of Muslims”.

“When the Congress, the
RJD and other I.N.D.I.
alliance parties were in pow-
er, the poor, backwards and
Dalits used to be deprived of
their votes through booth
capture. With the introduc-
tion of Electronic Voting
Machines, they are no longer
able to play their old game.

Hence, they committed the
sin of creating distrust against
EVMs,” alleged the Prime
Minister in Araria.

“But today, the highest
court of the land has deliv-
ered a verdict a few
hours earlier which comes

as a tight slap to these par-
ties”, said Modi, referring to
the judgement by which
pleas seeking cross-verifica-
tion of votes cast through
EVMs with VVPAT have been
rejected.

SC verdict on EVMs tight...

Tharoor, Union Minister
Rajeev Chandrasekhar and
actor-turned-politician Arun
Govil, Karnataka Deputy
Chief Minister DK
Shivakumar’s brother DK
Suresh (Cong), and former
Karnataka chief minister HD
Kumaraswamy (JDS) are
among the key candidates
while BJP’s Hema Malini, Om
Birla and Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat seeking a hat-
trick of wins from their
respective constituencies.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the morning urged
people to cast their votes in
record numbers and said a
high voter turnout strength-
ens democracy. Stressing on
the importance of each vote,
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge and par-
ty leader Rahul Gandhi issued
impassioned appeals asking
people to step out and exer-
cise their franchise in the sec-
ond phase of the Lok Sabha
election.  In Kerala, the
turnout was 65.91 per cent.
The election process, held
amid tight security arrange-
ments, was primarily inci-
dent free except for instances
of bogus voting and break-
downs of electronic voting
machines (EVMs) being
reported in some booths of
the state. Such incidents
resulted in delaying the
polling process in the affect-
ed booths. One person each
reportedly died at Palakkad,
Alappuzha and Malappuram
after casting their vote and a
polling agent died after col-
lapsing at a booth in
Kozhikode.

Tripura East Lok Sabha
constituency recorded a
turnout of 79.46 per cent.
Election officials said there
were some complaints from
a few booths but those were
“promptly addressed”.

In Chhattisgarh a voter
turnout of 73.62 per cent was
recorded.

A polling booth at Sivni vil-
lage in Balod district (Kanker
seat) was decorated like a
wedding ‘mandap’, with a dis-
play of rituals of traditional
weddings. Several brides and
grooms, dressed in their wed-
ding finery, cast their votes
at several polling booths.

The EC said people from
46 villages in Bastar and
Kanker seats cast their votes
in a polling booth set up in
their own village for the first
time in a Lok Sabha election.

In neighbouring Madhya
Pradesh, there was a turnout
of 57.88 per cent.

An estimated 71.11 per
cent of the 77,26,668 voters
exercised their franchise in
the five parliamentary con-
stituencies of Assam that
went to polls in this phase.

In restive Manipur, where
polling is being held under
high presence of security per-
sonnel, the turnout was a sig-
nificantly high 77.32 per cent.

There were reports of
intimidation by suspected
militants, altercation
between Congress workers
and NPF supporters and
damage of EVM at a polling
station in the Tangkhul Naga-
dominated hill district.

At KK Leishi Phanit polling
station in Ukhrul, irate vot-
ers destroyed an EVM and
other items after alleged dis-
turbances by armed miscre-
ants. The overall voting per-
centage in Karnataka was
68.30. 

A case was booked against
BJP MP and Bangalore South
Candidate Tejasvi Surya for
allegedly posting a video on
a social media platform and
soliciting votes on the
grounds of religion, the
Election Commission said.

is a relative of Shajahan
Sheikh, sources in the CBI
said. “It is not yet clear why
such a huge cache of arms
and ammunition, and explo-
sives were stacked inside the
house,” they said.

The house, which was cor-
doned off by the security
forces, was built amid water
bodies used for fish farming.

Central forces were using
metal detectors outside the
house to check whether more
arms and ammunition were
buried. A robotic device was
also deployed for the pur-
pose.

On January 5, an ED team
was attacked in Sandeshkhali
-- a riverine delta bordering
the Sundarbans -- where it
had gone to raid the prem-
ises of Sheikh in connection
with an alleged ration scam.

The CBI, during its probe,
received inputs of a large
cache of weapons hidden in
Sandeshkhali.

Sheikh was arrested by the
West Bengal Police on
February 29 in connection
with the attack by around
1,000 people, in which three
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) officials were injured.

CBI’s search operation in...
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